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Agency History 

The State Board of Refrigeration Examiners was established by the 1955 General 
Assembly for the purpose of protecting the public health, comfort, and safety. Under provisions 
of the board's enabling act, any person or firm engaged in a refrigeration contracting business was 
required to apply to the board, sit for an examination, and obtain approval for a license. The 
board was granted the following powers and duties: to establish rules and regulations and set a 
standard of professional efficiency and technical knowledge; to administer an appropriate 
examination in terms of the established standard; to revoke or suspend the license of any 
contractor found guilty of fraud, negligence, or incompetence; and to employ requisite support 
personnel. 

The State Board of Refrigeration Examiners consisted of seven gubernatorial appointees 
who served staggered terms set by the governor. The board included two licensed refrigeration 
contractors; one manufacturer of refrigeration equipment; one wholesaler of refrigeration 
equipment; and one member each from the following agencies and institutions: the State Board 
of Health; the Engineering School of the Greater [Consolidated] University ofNorth Carolina; 
and the Division of Public Health of the Greater [Consolidated] University of North Carolina. 

In an effort to review state licensing boards and other programs, the General Assembly of 
1977 established the Governmental Evaluation Commission, also known as the Sunset 
Commission. The State Board of Refrigeration Examiners was called for review and allowed to 
continue after reforming legislation was enacted in 1979. 

In re-creating the State Board of Refrigeration Examiners, the legislature altered its 
composition to include two public members with no ties to the construction industry--a business 
with connections to the refrigeration industry. This legislation maintained the board at seven 
members by eliminating a representative from the Board of Public Health and by stipulating that 
there be either a wholesaler or manufacturer of refrigeration equipment--and not one of each. The 
act also established seven-year staggered terms of office. The board was granted the following 
additional powers and duties: to adopt and publish guide lines governing the suspension and 
revocation of licenses; to establish and maintain detailed records of complaints and actions taken 
against licensees; to apply to the superior court for a restraining order and injunctive relief when 
any person or firm violated the board's rules and regulations; and to implement an educational 
program to inform the public of the board's purpose and function . 

In 1988 the General Assembly charged the State Board of Refrigeration Examiners with 
prescribing and upholding a minimum standard of work-related experience in the granting of 
licenses. 

REFERENCES: 
S.L., 1955, c. 912. 
S.L., 1959, c. 1207. 
S.L., 1977, c. 712, s. 2. 
S.L., 1979, cc. 712, 843. 
S.L., 1988, c. I 082. 
G.S. 87-52 through 87-64.1 [ 1992]. 
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Correspondence File, 1956-1979 

Accession Information: Transferred from the agency to the State Records Center, 27 May 1964, 
29 June 1966, 30 June 1967, 8 July 1968, 21 July 1971,20 July 1973,23 July 1975, 
12 September 1977, and 21 August 1980. Transferred from the SRC to the Archives, 
8 December 1978, and 20 June 1980. 

Schedule Reference: RS No. 3346 
Arrangement: Chronological; or chronological, then alphabetical. 
Processed by: David B. Chiswe11 
Date: August 2002 
Finding Aid prepared by: David B. Chiswell 
Finding Aid revised by: Mary Hollis Barnes 

Correspondence concerning license renewals, notices of meeting, applications for 
license, and notices to board members notifying them of license approved under the 
"grandfather clause." Some materials (originally contained in the same boxes with the 
correspondence) were separated out during processing and placed in a Subject File. 

Box No. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Contents 

Board Correspondence, Legal, (Broughton and Broughton), 1957-1977 
General Correspondence, 1956-1973, 1976-1977 
Alphabetical Correspondence, 1956 (A-H) 

Alphabetical Correspondence, 1956 (1-Y) 
Alphabetical Correspondence, 1957-1958 

Alphabetical Correspondence, 1959- 1961 

Alphabetical Correspondence, 1962- 1963 

Alphabetical Correspondence, 1964-1965 

Alphabetical Correspondence, 1966-1967 

Alphabetical Correspondence, 1968-1969 

Alphabetical Correspondence, 1970 
Alphabetical Correspondence, 1971 (A-R) 

Alphabetical Correspondence, 1971 (T -Z) 
Alphabetical Correspondence, 1972 
Alphabetical Correspondence, 1973 (A-K) 
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Correspondence File, 1956-1979 

Box No. 

10 

11 

Contents 

Alphabetical Correspondence, 1973 (L-Z) 
Alphabetical Correspondence 1974-1975 
Alphabetical Correspondence, 1976 (A-S) 

Alphabetical Correspondence, 1976 (T-Y) 
Alphabetical Correspondence, 1977, 1979 
Correspondence and requests for applications for licenses, 1956-1962 



• 

• 

• 

Refrigeration Examiners, Board of 
-4 

Subject File, 1956-1977 

Accession lnfonnation: Transferred from the agency to the State Records Center, 27 May 1964, 
29 June 1966,30 June 1967, 8 July 1968, 21 July 1971 ,20 July 1973,23 July 1975, 
12 September 1977, and 21 August 1980. Transferred from the SRC to the Archives, 
8 December 1978. and 20 June 1980. 

Schedule Reference: RS No. 3346 
Arrangement: Chronological 
Processed by: David B. Chiswell 
Date: August 2002 
Finding Aid prepared by: David B. Chiswell 
Finding Aid revised by: Mary Hollis Barnes 

Memoranda, correspondence with various societies, and other related information. 
These materials (originally contained in the same boxes with the board 's Correspondence 
File) were separated out during processing. Box I contains information relating to or 
created by the board. Box 2 contains information from or about other boards and 
organizations, and state or national agencies and departments . 

Box No. Contents 

Annual Report, 1974 
Blank forms and applications, 1950s-1970s 
Blank form letters, 1957-1973 
Booklet (legislation creating board), 1955 
Education, 1958, 1963, 1965 
Legislation, 1971-1973 
Lists, 1957-1958, 1969 
Memoranda, 1955-1973, 1976-1977 
Minutes, 1956-1959 [a more complete set of minutes ( 1956-1975) is 

available on microfiLm; see Reel Nos. S.l 02.1- S.l 02.2] 
Miscellaneous, 1958-1959, n.d 
Press releases and notices, 1961-1962 
Publications, correspondence about, 1957-1977 
Treasurer's Reports, 1956-1958 
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Subject File, 1956-1977 

Box No. 

2 

Contents 

Architects, American Institute of, 1973 
Architectural Foundation, NC, 1966-1967 
Architecture, Board of, 1970 
Archives and History, Dept. of, (about board records and general records 

management information), 1962-1971 
Attorney General, 1956, 1975-1976 
Building Code Council , 1970 
Civil Rights, NC Advisory Committee to the US Commission on, 1961 
Contractors Licensing Board of, 1973 
Electrical Contractors, State Board of Examiners of, 1972-1973, 

1976-1977 
Heating, Refrigerating, and Air Conditioning Engineers, Inc., American 

Society of, 1962-1964, 1971 -1972, 1976 
Plumbing and Heating Contractors, State Board of Examiners, 1966, 1968, 

1971-1972 
Refrigeration Service Engineers Society, 1964 
Reorganization of State Government, Commission on, 1957. 1962 
Secretary of State, 1969, 1970-1973, 1976-1977 
State Auditor, 1968, 1971-1972 
State Contractors Licensing Agencies, National Association of, 1976-1977 
Teachers' and State Employees ' Retirement System, 1966-1973, 1977 
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See AUDIOVISUAL COI.LEX:;TION , Motion Picture Film and Sound Recordings 


