Governors’ Papers 1
Clyde Roark Hoey

GOVERNOR CLYDE ROARK HOEY, 1936-1941, n.d.
Arrangement: By record series or subject, then chronological.
Reprocessed by: James Mark Valsame

Finding aid by Carolyn Greene Hughes, February, 1960
Digitized by: James Mark Valsame

Date: April 27, 2012

Clyde Roark Hoey (December 11, 1877-May 12, 1954), printer, newspaper
publisher, state legislator, attorney general, governor, congressman, and U.S. senator, was
born in Shelby, the fifth child of Mary Charlotte and Samuel Alberta Hoey, a Confederate
captain. At age twelve, when his father's health failed, he left school to earn a living.
From the time of his first job as a printer’s devil at the Shelby Aurora, beginning 1 Oct.
1890, Hoey expressed a maturity beyond his years. After a brief period in Shelby, he
became a printer at the Charlotte Observer. While in Charlotte he heard that the Shelby
Review was in financial straits. He hurried home and purchased the newspaper on 1 Aug.
1894 with promises to pay off the creditors; at sixteen he became publisher of the paper
under the name of the Cleveland Star.

When he was only twenty, the Democrats of his native Cleveland County
nominated Hoey for the General Assembly. He was elected after a hotly contested
campaign and served in 1899; two years later he was reelected. In 1903 he was a state
senator from the Thirty third District, and from 1903 to 1909 he served as chairman of
the Cleveland County Democratic Executive Committee.

Meanwhile, Hoey read law in Shelby, then continued his legal studies at The
University of North Carolina from June to September 1899. The same year he was
admitted to the state bar. A growing law practice forced him to give up his work at the
Star, though he retained ownership of the paper until 1908.

In 1913 Hoey was appointed assistant U.S. attorney for the Western District and
served until 1919, when Congressman Edwin Yates Webb, also of Shelby, resigned to
accept appointment as a federal judge. Hoey won the nomination for his seat in a special
primary on November 24th, defeating Republican John Motley Morehead; he served in
Congress from December 16, 1919 to March 3, 1921. Declining to seek reelection, he
returned to Shelby and resumed the practice of law. Although identified with his brother-
in-law, Governor O. Max Gardner, as a part of the Democratic party leadership centered
in Shelby, Hoey did not assume a major role in the primary campaigns of the time, but
took to the stump for the party ticket as a "silver-tongued" orator.

On May 15, 1935, as the state was emerging from the depths of the depression,
Hoey announced for governor. Raised in the primary campaign was the sales tax imposed
by the General Assembly of 1933 which angered the people and caused turmoil within
the Democratic party. Dr. Ralph W. McDonald, a young Salem College professor and
legislator from Forsyth County, entered the race and made the sales tax a major issue in
the contest with Hoey and former speaker A. H. Graham of Orange County, the leading
Democratic candidates. In the first primary, Hoey led McDonald by 4,468 votes; in the
second primary, many of the Graham voters switched to Hoey, who was nominated by a
margin of nearly 52,000 votes. After an easy victory in the fall, Hoey was inaugurated
governor on January 7, 1937 for a four-year term that ended on January 9, 1941.
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During the Hoey administration the state began furnishing free textbooks for
elementary school children, a pay increase for teachers was approved, the highway
system was expanded, the first advertising and publicity program for tourism and
industry was established, graduate courses were offered in Negro colleges, a modern
parole system was developed, child labor laws were passed by the General Assembly,
and the State Bureau of Investigation was established. Although Hoey was a "dry," he
accepted the legislature’s verdict against a statewide referendum on the liquor question
and the Alcoholic Beverage Board of Control was created. Early in 1937 when the nation
was faced with widespread sit-down strikes, he warned in a radio broadcast on March
27" that a sit-down strikes are unlawful, and will not be tolerated in North Carolina. A
popular governor, Hoey made a total of 976 speeches, visited all parts of the state, and
twice daily walked down Raleigh’s Fayetteville Street for a Coca Cola break at a
drugstore. He did not seek to build a political machine and refused to become involved in
the election of his successor. When his gubernatorial term ended he continued to serve
his party as Democratic rational committeeman from 1941 to 1944.

Entering the race for the U.S. Senate in 1944, Hoey defeated former governor and
former senator Cameron Morrison in the primary and easily won in the general election.
He took his seat in the Senate on January 3, 1945. His long white hair, frock coat, striped
pants, wing collar, floral tie with a diamond stickpin, high-top shoes, and cordial and
courtly manner soon set him apart as a senator who possessed the essence of that office.
Some of his colleagues called him "The Duke." He was unopposed in the 1950 primary
and was overwhelmingly reelected in the general election. Senator Hoey was an effective
member of the Finance and Agriculture committees. He received acclaim for his work as
chairman of the Permanent Investigating Subcommittee, leading the investigations of the
"five percenter" scandals with a calm hand and refusing to succumb to the appeal of
publicity. His unshakable poise, rapierlike wit, repartee with a subtle sting, and polished
diplomacy became Hoey hallmarks in Congress.

A Methodist layman, he taught Sunday school at Central Methodist Church in
Shelby and, while governor, instructed the Men’s Class at Edenton Street Methodist
Church in Raleigh. He was a Mason and a member of the Odd Fellows, Woodmen of the
World, Knights of Pythias, Junior Order, and Omicron Delta Kappa and Sigma Chi
fraternities. He was given honorary LL.D. degrees by Davidson College (1937), The
University of North Carolina (1938), and Duke University (1938).

Hoey married Bessie Gardner of Shelby on March 22, 1900; she died on February
13, 1942. They had three children: Clyde R., Jr., Charles A., and Isabel Y. (m. Dan M.
Paul).

On 12 May 1954, Hoey went to his office and did a radio broadcast tape
recording but he appeared to be tired and weak. Afterwards he attended a Senate Finance
Committee meeting, had lunch, and returned to his office for his usual brief rest. His
administrative assistant, Jack Spain, became concerned when he did not resume his
normal schedule. Investigating, he found Hoey slumped in a chair at his desk, dead from
a stroke at age seventy-six. Many of his colleagues and other prominent governmental
officials attended the funeral in Shelby. He was buried in the town’s Sunset Cemetery.
Senator Hoey, the last of the "Shelby Dynasty,” was proud of his record of political
leadership that spanned most of his life.
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General Correspondence, 1941, A-Z

Agencies, Commissions, Boards, and Departments

Box 41 State Board of Accountancy
Adjutant General
Department of Agriculture, General
Department of Agriculture, Co-ordinating Committee
Department of Agriculture, NC State Fair
State Board of Alcoholic Control
State Board of Architectural Examiners
Attorney General, 1937-1940
State Auditor

Box 42 Atlantic and North Carolina Railroad, 1936-1938
Box 43 Atlantic and North Carolina Railroad, 1939-1940
Box 44 Banking Department

Advisory Banking Commission

State Board of Barber Examiners

State Commission for the Blind

State Board of Boiler Rules

Budget Bureau

Advisory Budget Commission

Building Code Council

Board of Public Buildings and Grounds
Carolina Beach, Mayor and Aldermen
Cherokee County Tax Commission

State Board of Chiropractic Examiners
State Board of Charities and Public welfare
State Board of Commercial Education
Department of Conservation and Development, Correspondence, 1937

Box 45 Department of Conservation and Development, Correspondence 1938-
1941
Department of Conservation and Development, Reports 1938-1940
Constitutional Commission
State Licensing Board for Contractors
State Board of Cosmetic Art Examiners
Interstate Commission on Crime

Box 46 State Board of Dental Examiners
Drainage Basin Committee (in co-operation with National Resources
Commission)
State Dry Cleaners Commission
Commission on the Edenton-Mackeys Ferry Bridge
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Commission on Education

Department of Education - Superintendent of Public Instruction
State Board of Elections

State Board of Examiners of Electrical Contractors

State Employment Service

Board of Registration for Engineers and Land Surveyors
Commission on Revision of Estate La s

State Farm Debt Adjustment Committee

Fort Fisher National Park Commission

Gasoline and Oil Inspection Board

Cape Hatteras Seashore Commission

State Board of Health

State Highway and Public Works Commission, Correspondence 1937-
1939

State Highway and Public Works Commission, Correspondence 1940-
1941

State Highway and Public Works Commission, Highway Patrol

State Highway and Public Works Commission, Minutes of Commission
1937-1940

NC Historical Commission

Home Ownership Commission

State Housing Board,

Industrial Commission and Workmen's Compensation

Commission on Instruction in Public Schools for Exceptional Children
Insurance Department, Dan Boney, Commissioner

NC Commission on Interracial Co-operation

Commission on Interstate Co-operation

State Bureau of Investigation 1937-1940

Commission on Judicial Districts

Department of Justice

Department of Justice, Correspondence

Department of Justice, Reports

Department of Justice, Building

Department of Labor

Law Enforcement Officers Benefit and Retirement Fund Commission
Commission on Legislation, 1938

NC Library Commission

Local Government Commission

Medical Advisory Boards

Commission to Study Establishment of State Medical School, 1937
Morehead Port Commission

Nautical School Commission

Commission to Study Negro Employment, 1939
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State Office Building Commission
State Board of Examiners in Optometry
State Board of Osteopathic Examiners

Parole Department, 1937-1938

Parole Department, 1938-1941
“Parole System in North Carolina" by Edwin Gill, Commissioner of
Paroles

Pembroke, Mayor and Alderman

Board of Pharmacy

State Board of Photographic Examiners

State Planning Board

State Board of Plumbing and Heating Contractors

Probation Commission

Commission to Study Public Schools and Colleges for Negroes
Department of Purchase and Contract

Department of Purchase and Contract - Budget Bureau Joint
Memorandums

North Carolina Railroad

N. C. Real Estate Commission

Retirement Commission

Department of Revenue

Rural Electrification Authority, Correspondence
Rural Electrification Authority, Reports

Rural Rehabilitation Corporation

Correspondence 1936-1940

Reports 1936

Balance Sheets and Operating Statements, 1938-1940

State School Commission
Selective Service Boards 1940

Selective Service Boards 1940

Sinking Fund Commission

Teachers Retirement Fund (Commission to Study)

State Textbook Commission

Elementary Textbook Commission

State Board of Examiners for Licensing Tile Contractors
State Treasurer, Charles M. Johnson, 1937-1938

Unemployment Compensation Commission
Utilities Commission, Correspondence
Utilities Commission, Railroad Police
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Utilities Commission, Corporation Police
State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners
State Board of Vocational education
Wilmington Port Commission

Wreck Commissioners, Dare County
Wrightsville Beach, Mayor and Aldermen

Colleges, Universities, and Normal Schools

Agricultural and Technical College, Greenshoro
Appalachian State Teachers College

Cherokee Indian Normal School

Duke University

East Carolina Teachers College

Elizabeth City State Normal School

Elon College

Fayetteville Colored Normal School

North Carolina College for Negroes, Durham

University of North Carolina, General

University of North Carolina, Anniversary Committee, 1938-1939
University of North Carolina, Escheats - Re: L. Levin Estate
University of North Carolina, Escheats - Re: Attorney's Fee, W. A.
Sullivan

University of North Carolina, UNC-Chapel Hill

University of North Carolina, State College, Raleigh

University of North Carolina, State College, Raleigh, Chemical
Engineering School

University of North Carolina, State College, Raleigh, Extension Division
University of North Carolina, Woman's College, Greensboro
Western Carolina Teachers College

Winston-Salem Teachers College

Hospitals, Orphanages, Training Schools, and Institutions

State School for the Blind and Deaf, Raleigh
Caswell Training School

State Home for Delinquent Girls, Efland
Dix Hill, Raleigh

Eastern Carolina Training School for Boys
State Hospital for the Insane, Goldsboro
Industrial Farm Colony for Women, Kinston
NC School for the Deaf, Morganton

State Hospital for the Insane, Morganton
Morrison Industrial School

NC Orthopaedic Hospital, Gastonia

Oxford Orphanage (white)
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Oxford Colored Orphanage

State Home and Industrial School for Girls, Samarcand
NC Sanatorium

Stonewall Jackson Training School

NC Tubercular Sanatoriums

State Hospitals, Miscellaneous

Subiject Files A-Z

Acts, Bills, Laws, etc.
Adult Education Program
State Advertising Program

State Advertising Program

Agriculture

American Forum of Democracy

N. C. Art Society

N. C. Bar Association

Brunswick County

Cape Fear Barge Line

Carolina Motor Club

"Centennial of Transportation, 1840-1940” (Raleigh-Gaston Railroad and
State Capital, May 21, 1940), Correspondence

"Centennial of Transportation, 1840-1940,” Acceptances

"Centennial of Transportation, 1840-1940.” Lists of Participants,
Speeches, etc.

"Centennial of Transportation, 1840-1940” Newspaper and Magazine
Coverage

Child Labor Amendment, 1937

Christmas Card Committee, 1938

Civilian Conservation Corps

Classification Amendment, Tax Laws, 1937
Cleveland County Centennial

National Association of College Women
Confederate Womens’ Home

US Congress, Senate

US Congress, House of Representatives
Commission for Sesqui-Centennial Celebration of the Constitution, 1937
Council of State Governments

Davidson County Court

Democratic Party Activities

East Carolina Warehouse Association
National Education Association

NC Education Association
Executions
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Fayetteville Celebration 1939

Federal Departments, Department of Agriculture
Federal Departments, Civil Service Commission
Federal Departments, Civilian Conservation Corps
Federal Departments, Department of Commerce
Federal Departments, Interstate Commerce Commission
Federal Departments, Emergency Conservation Work
Federal Departments, Federal Emergency Administration
Federal Departments, Census of Partial Employment, Unemployment, and
Occupations

Federal Departments, Federal Housing Administration
Federal Departments, Department of the Interior
Federal Departments, Department of Justice

Federal Departments, Department of Labor

Federal Departments, National Mediation Board
Federal Departments, Federal Power Commission
Federal Departments, President

Federal Departments, National Resources Commission
Federal Departments, U. S. Senate

Federal Departments, Secretary of State

Federal Departments, Treasury Department

Federal Departments, Secretary of War

Federal Departments, Federal Works Agency, WPA
Federal Departments, Miscellaneous

Box 66 Feldspar Industry
Foreign Officials
Forsyth County Court
NC General Assembly, General
NC General Assembly, Resignations
Golden Gate International Exhibition
Government Employees Retirement System
Governor's Office, Personal Staff
Governor’s Office, Staff Salaries
Governor’s Office, Staff, including Boards and Commissions
Governor’s Office, Appointments
Governor’s Office, Approval for Signing State warrants
Governor’s Office, Resignation, R. L. Thompson, Personal Secretary
Governor’s Office, Report on audit, 1937-1938
Governor’s Office, Reports, Statistics, etc.
Governor’s Office, Miscellaneous
Greensboro Municipal Court
North Carolina Guide, 1939

Box 67 High Point Municipal Court
State Home Defense, Home Guard
Homestead Exemptions, 1937
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U. S. Laboratory

Launching of Battleship North Carolina, 1940

NC League of Municipalities

Lime

Liquor Control

Madison County Legislative Action, 1937
Mattamuskeet Lake Road

Mecklenburg Declaration Commemorative Coins, 1937
400™ Anniversary, Mississippi River Discovery Exposition
Nantahala Power and Light Company

Independent Order of Odd Fellows

"Old North State™ Requests for Orchestration, etc.

Old Age Assistance

Old Soldier’s Home, Raleigh

Pan American Trust Company, Annual Dinner, 1940
Photographs Sent to 1939 Legislature

Pitt County vs. S. A. Whitehurst - Report on
Public Welfare

Public Works Administration, Applications to
Radio

Committee on Roadside Control and Improvement
Roanoke Island Celebration

Seaboard Medical Association, 1940

NC Sheriffs Association

Slot Machines

Social Security

Surry County

Sympathy

NC Tenant Security Project
Thanksgiving Day

Third Term for President {Roosevelt)
Tobacco °

National Tobacco Festival

Tryon Palace

Tuckertown Dam

Wage and Hour Legislation, 1939
NC Society of Washington
Western Carolina Advisory Committee

Jack White - "Official Family of North Carolina," and “The Bench and

Bar" Frauds

Wilkes County Court

Workers' Salaries, 1939 (Sample Correspondence)
World War Veterans Loan Fund

New York World’s Fair, 1939-40

11
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Conferences and Conventions

Southern Governor’s Conference, General, 1937-1940

Southern Governor’s Conference, State Committee for a Decade of
Progress, 1940-1950

Southern Governor’s Conference, Southern Conference on Interstate
Problems, 1940

Governor's Conference, General, 1937-1940

Aeronautical Planning Conference

American Art, National Exhibit of

National Asphalt Conference

Assessment Administration, Sixth National Conference on
Atlantic Deeper Waterways Association Convention

Children in a Democracy, White House Conference on

Civil Service Assembly of the U. S. and Canada

College Twins Convention

Colored Farmers, National Federation of

State Boards of Cosmetology and Hairdressing, Annual Convention
Democratic Party Conventions, State and National

American Forestry Association

Game, Fish, and Conservation Commissioners, International Association
of

Interstate Crime Conference

Interstate Trade, National Conference on

Labor Legislation, National Conference on

Law Enforcement Problems of National Defense, Federal-State
Conference on

American Library Association Conference

Little Business Conference

National Association of Manufacturers

Parole Conference, National and Southeastern

Political and Social Science, American Society of

American Public Health Association Annual Meeting

Public Welfare Association, Annual Round Table Conference on
National Real Estate Conference

National Recreation Conference

National Rivers and Harbors Conference

Statewide Safety Conference

Seminar of Safety

American Shore and Beach Preservation Association
Social Service, NC Conference for

Southern Commercial Congress

Southern Regional Conference

Southwest-Southeast Shippers Conference
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Box 91

Box 92

Box 93
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State Parks, National Conference on

Tax Associations, Conference of National

Uniform State Laws, National Conference of Commissioners on
Miscellaneous Conventions, 1937-1940

Recommendations and Endorsements

Recommendations and Endorsements, 1937-1939

Recommendations and Endorsements, 1940

Invitations, January-April, 1937
Invitations, May-June, 1937
Invitations, July-September, 1937

Invitations, October-December, 1937

Invitations, January-February, 1938
Invitations, March-April, 1938
Invitations, April-June, 1938
Invitations, July-September, 1938

Invitations, October-December, 1938
Invitations, January-March, 1939
Invitations, April-May, 1939
Invitations, June-August, 1939
Invitations, September-December, 1939
Invitations, January-March, 1940
Invitations, April-May, 1940
Invitations, June-August, 1940
Invitations, September-December, 1940

Invitations, 1941
Invitations, No Date

13
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Box 95

Box 96

Box 97

Box 98

Box 99

Box 100

Box 101

Box 102

Box 103

Box 104

Box 105

Box 106

Box 107
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Addresses, Press Releases, Statements, and Proclamations

Addresses, Press Releases, Statements, and Proclamations, 1937-1938

Addresses, Press Releases, Statements, and Proclamations, 1939-1941,
n.d.

Press Releases - Re: Appointments, 1937-1941
Proclamations - Requests for, 1937-1940

Court Correspondence, 1937-1941

Court Calendar Commission
Court Correspondence, January-May, 1937

Court Correspondence, June-September, 1937
Court Correspondence, October-December, 1937
Court Correspondence, January-June, 1938
Court Correspondence, July-December, 1928
Court Correspondence, January-July, 1939
Court Correspondence, August-December, 1939
Court Correspondence, January-June, 1940
Court Correspondence, July-December, 1940

Court Correspondence, January, 1941
Miscellaneous Court Correspondence

Judges, Notaries Public, Justices of the Peace

Judges, Appointment of Special Judges, 1937

Judges, Superior Court Judges Commissions, 1938-1939

Judges, Supreme Court Judges

Judges, Solicitors

Judges, Attorney General's Ruling — Re: Emergency Judges Compensation
Judges, Resignation, Appointments, Commissions, etc.

Judges, Miscellaneous Correspondence

Notaries Public, Ruling by Attorney General - Re: Eligibility for
Appointments, 1939

Notaries Public, Appointments and Resignations

Justices of the Peace, Appointments, Resignations, etc.
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Box 109

Box 110

Box 111

Box 112

Box 113

Box 114

Box 115

Box 116

Box 117

Box 118

Box 119

Box 120

Box 121

Box 122

Box 123

Box 124

Box 125

Box 126

Box 127

Box 128
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Council of State Minutes

Council of State Minutes, 1937-1940

Material Used in Hoey L etterbook

Material Used in Hoey Letterbook, 1937-1938
Material Used in Hoey Letterbook, 1939-1941, n.d.

Requisitions, Extraditions, and Rewards

Requisitions and Extraditions, A-Ba

Requisitions and Extraditions, Bb-Bo
Requisitions and Extraditions, Bp-Bz
Requisitions and Extraditions, Ca-Co
Requisitions and Extraditions, Cp-Da

Requisitions and Extraditions, Db-Dz

Requisitions and Extraditions, E -F
Requisitions and Extraditions, G
Requisitions and Extraditions, Ha-Hn
Requisitions and Extraditions, Ho-I
Requisitions and Extraditions, J
Requisitions and Extraditions, K
Requisitions and Extraditions, La-Lh
Requisitions and Extraditions, Li-Lz
Requisitions and Extraditions, Ma-Mi
Requisitions and Extraditions, Mj-Mz
Requisitions and Extraditions, N-Pe

Requisitions and Extraditions, Pf-Pz
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Box 130

Box 131

Box 132

Box 133

Box 134
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Requisitions and Extraditions, R

Requisitions and Extraditions, Sa-Sp

Requisitions and Extraditions, Sq-Sz

Requisitions and Extraditions, T

Requisitions and Extraditions, U-Wh

Requisitions and Extraditions, Wi-Z

Requisitions and Extraditions, Miscellaneous Correspondence
Requisitions and Extraditions, Attorney General’s Ruling Re: Extradition

Expenses, 1938
Rewards Offered, 1937, 1939

See also, Audiovisual Collection, Sound Recordings



