Letter to James Iredell, Sr., Comptroller of Customs, Port of Roanoke (Edenton), from his brother Arthur,
who lived in London, January 31, 1775.

Pray are You become Patriotic? 1 see, by the News Papers, the
Edenton Ladies have signalized themselves, by their protest agst
Tea Drinking. The Name of Johnston I see among others; are any
of my Sister’s Relations Patriotic Heroines? Is there a Female
Congress at Edenton too? I hope not, for we Englishmen are
afraid of the Male Congress, but if the Ladies, who have ever, since
the Amazonian Era, been esteemd the most formidable Enemies,
if they, I say, should attack us, the most fatal consequences is to
be dreaded. So dextrous in the handling of a Dart, each wound

They give is Mortal; whilst we so unhappily formd by Nature,
The more we strive to conquer them, the more are Conquerd! The
Edenton Ladies conscious, I suppose, of this Superiority, on their
Side, by former Experience are willing, I imagine to crush us into
Atoms, by their Omnipotency; the only Security on our Side, to
prevent the impending Ruin, that I can perceive is, the probability
that there is that but few of the places in America, who possess so
much female Artillery as Edenton. Pray let me know all the
particulars, when You favor me with a Letter.

Don Higginbotham, ed., The Papers of James Iredell, vol. 1, 1767-1777 (Raleigh: Division of Archives and
History, Department of Cultural Resources, 1976) pp. 282-284
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