
ACTIVITY: Venn 
Diagram - Tea Parties

Name: __________________________________________

Class: ____________________Date: ________________

Compare and contrast these two events. Brainstorm as many items for each section as you can. Be sure to 
consider the causes, participants, and impact of both. 

Boston Tea Party Edenton Tea Party

Both
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ANSWER KEY

• An act of rebellion
• Refused to drink or

buy tea
• Neither were

actually tea parties
• Neither were

typical means of
protest under
British law

• Both were turned
into political
cartoons

• Both involved
boycotting
imported tea

• Done in response to the First Provincial 
Congress’ Resolves

• Done in determination & solidarity
• Received no official sanctions from Britain
• Only women were involved
• There is no known record of a response 

from within the colonies during this time 
period

• Did follow proper British rules for protest
• Participants made no attempt to hide 

their identities
• Likely happened over the course of a few 

days
• Involved a written document
• Early political action taken by women in 

the British American colonies
• Nearly forgotten outside of scholars and 

North Carolina
• Only a few reactions to this event are 

known today
• The Edenton Resolves were signed by 51 

women

• Done to respond to the Tea Act of 1773
• Done in anger
• Destroyed tea
• Received sanctions from Britain: the Intolerable 

Acts
• Only men were involved
• Received positive support from other colonies
• Did not follow proper British rules for protest
• Participants were masked & hid their identities 

for years
• Happened at night
• Involved the destruction of tea
• First major act of defiance against the British
• First of many similar events throughout the 

colonies
• Immediately became famous
• Reactions to this event are well known
• 116 people are known to have participated but 

hundreds are believed to have done so

Student 
answers will 
vary but may 

include:
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