
ACTIVITY: Reactions to the 
Edenton Resolves

There is no record of how anyone from North 
Carolina reacted to the Edenton Resolves. 
What do you think friends, family members, 
neighbors, and local merchants might have 
thought?  King George III?  Choose several 
positions & write possible responses below. 
Label who’s speaking in the box.

King 
George III
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Merchant

I can’t believe the 
boldness of those 
women!  Someone 
needs to teach them a 
lesson!  Who are they 
to try to tell us what to 
do?  If they want to 
drink tea, they can pay 
the tax – or they can go 
without.  Let’s see how 
they like that! That Penelope Barker 

has gone too far this 
time!  Maybe her grief 
has addled her head.  
Who is she to send a 
petition to Parliament?  
I’m going to steer clear 
of her – I wouldn’t 
want the women in my 
family to start acting 
like she is.
This is embarrassing.

Neighbor

I’m proud of my wife!  This 
is just the spirit we need if 
we’re going to be heard by 
Parliament – we can’t back 
down.  I’m glad that she’s 
willing to forego the 
comfort of tea for the sake 
of our principles

Husband

I don’t know what to think about 
the petition these women sent to 
the King!  Mrs. Barker understands 
the shipping business so she knows 
this is going to hurt us, but if we 
can get Parliament to get rid of 
these tyrannical taxes, maybe it’ll 
be worth it in the long run.  I just 
don’t know…

ANSWER KEY (responses will vary)
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