
Edenton, North Carolina, Oct. 25, 1774

 We cannot be indifferent when the peace and happiness of our country is affected. Delegates from the 

entire colony think it necessary to agree upon a course of action, and it is our duty, to those to whom 

we are closely connected and to ourselves who share their interests, to participate in this same course 

of action. We sign this paper to indicate our determination to do so.

[51 women signed]

Women wrote this document and 51 of them signed it. In 1774, women did not usually participate in 
politics. Study their words below. Underline the words that tell you when and where this took place, 
who was involved, and what they wanted. Then discuss it with your class.

Why did these women 
create the Edenton 
Resolves?

What do the signers 
want to happen?

Why is this document 
important?
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politics. Study their words below. Underline the words that tell you when and where this took place, 
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Why did these women 
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The Edenton Resolves were created because the signers felt that it was 
their duty to participate in the political boycotts created by the First 
Provincial Congress because it so greatly affected their country.

What do the signers 
want to happen?

They want people to know that they were determined to participate in 
the boycotts and to support their friends and family members who are in 
the First Provincial Congress. They want Parliament’s taxes eliminated.

Why is this document 
important?

Because it is a very early example of women participating in politics in a 
time when they usually did not. With their petition, they left a trace of 
their bravery, knowledge, and determination.
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