
The First Anniversary of the United States

Read the following description of how the delegates to the 1777 Treaty of Long Island on the Holston 
celebrated the first anniversary of the United States. Circle words that describe the celebration 
activities. Propose how you think your family or community should celebrate the next July 4th.

To Mr. Joseph Vann. 

 July 4th The anniversary of the Declaration of Independence was observed. The Soldiers 

belonging to the Garrison were paraded and fired two rounds, each in six platoons and for the 13th one 

general voley. The Great Guns were also fired. 

 The Indian Chiefs were acquainted with the festivity in the following speech, and had a present 

of whiskey delivered to them at the same time. 

Brothers. 

 Just one Year ago the 13 United States declared themselves free and Independent. And that they 

would no longer be in subjection and Slavery to the King of Great Britain. The Americans have now for 

one year since their freedom fought against their Enemies that came in the Ships over the Great water, 

and have beat them in many Battles, have killed some thousands of them and taken many prisoners and 

the Great Being above hath made them verry prosperous. We hope there fore that this day every year 

hereafter will be a day of rejoicing and Gladness. 

 Brothers, as this is a day of general rejoicing throughout the 13 United Countries from Canada to 

Floridas we hope our Brothers the Cherokees will now rejoice and be merry with us. 

 The Young Warriors then closed the entertainment with a Dance.
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