
What job is the woman doing? 

What are the men in the image 
doing? 

Reflect: 
How might these different roles 
entitle women to citizenship on 
the same standing as men, or 
not?

Write your thoughts in the box 
below.

ACTIVITY: Women in Wartime
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. 



What job does the woman in the 
poster have? 

Why is it important in war? 

What is the man in the image 
doing and who might he be?

Reflect: The two changes to 
include women in the state’s laws 
and constitution, both in 1920 
and 1946, came during or 
immediately after world wars. 
How did war affect women’s work 
and claims to participate in 
politics? 
Write your thoughts in the box 
below.

ACTIVITY: Women in Wartime
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What job is the woman doing? 

Telephone operator

What are the men in the image 
doing? 

They are soldiers, marching to battle.

Reflect: 
How might these different roles 
entitle women to citizenship on 
the same standing as men, or 
not?

Write your thoughts in the box 
below.

ACTIVITY: Women in Wartime

ANSWER KEY
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Women played an assistant or supporting role. Men did the essential work of fighting. Still, women had 
official government roles in communications and clerical work and nursing. Their wartime 
contributions helped grow support for women’s suffrage. 



What job does the woman in the 
poster have? 
Nurse

Why is it important in war? 

Lots of injured or sick men on the 
battlefield needed care

What is the man in the image 
doing and who might he be?

He is ceremoniously making her an official 
nurse by placing her hat on her head. He 
could be a military official or Uncle Sam 

Reflect: The two changes to 
include women in the state’s laws 
and constitution, both in 1920 
and 1946, came during or 
immediately after world wars. 
How did war affect women’s work 
and claims to participate in 
politics? 
Write your thoughts in the box 
below.

ACTIVITY: Women in Wartime

ANSWER KEY

With more war deaths and widows with children, support increased for political rights for those who 
were heads of households. Women were recruited to factory jobs during the war and they also took on 
more official roles in the armed services in WWII, with the Women’s Army Corps and the Women’s Air 
Force. They proved their contributions to society could be productive and not just reproductive.
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