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Anna Clemons of Southport in Brunswick County was about 30 years old 
when women gained the right to vote. A nurse and single mother, Clemons 
was ready to use her vote to influence politics. However, when she went to 
register, the election official issued her a literacy test and told her she did 
not pass. She went home and wrote a letter to the Secretary of the National 
Women’s Party in Washington, D.C. in hopes that organization could 
advocate on behalf of Black women in the South.

The following five letters are part of the Library of Congress’ microfilm 
collection: 

Letter from Anna A. Clemons to the National Woman’s Party, 10 October 
1920; Letter from Emma Wold to Miss Anna A. Clemons, 20 October 1920; 
Letter to Miss Emma Wold from Anna A. Clemons, 24 October 1920; Emma 
Wold to Miss Anna A. Clemons, 2 November 1920, National Woman’s Party 
Papers, 1913-1974, Library of Congress (microfilm (1979), reel 5)

Transcriptions at: https://documents.alexanderstreet.com/d/1000688566

Enamel Pin, National Woman’s 
Party, c. 1920, sold by Heritage 

Auction 2008.
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Was Emma Wold’s response fair? Did she understand Anna’s situation? Explain.
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As Anna clarified the voter registration situation in Brunswick County, what emotions does her reply to 
Wold show? 
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If you were Anna Clemons and read this response, would you still have hope that the National Woman’s 
Party could help? Why or why not?
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