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1835 Constitution

The 1835 Constitutional Convention met in Raleigh in 1835 and approved several significant changes.

Read each selection and respond.

According to ARTICLE 1, SECTIONS
3.1 and 3.2, why do you think
Senators and voters must live in
their district for at least a year?

Invested in their communities and
will act in its best interests.

How does ARTICLE 1, SECTION 3.3
compare to the original 1776
constitution?
Earlier constitution was any free
man—White or Black—who lived in
the district for at least 1 year and
owned 50 acres of land for at least

6 months

What major change does ARTICLE
2, SECTION 1 make about the
Governor?
The governor is elected by
popular vote.

Examine the 1832 map of North Carolina to find the area where you live. What county would your town

have been in at the time of the 1835 Constitutional Convention?



Here, you can see how many people
from each county voted to ratify, or
accept, the new amendments. Is your
county listed?

If yes, how many people voted to
ratify the new amendments and how
many voted to reject them?

If no, why do you think your county is
not included here? Where in the state
is your county located? Was your
county formed after 1865?

Reflection: Why are these changes to the Constitution important? Why was it important for the western

part of North Carolina to have more representatives in the General Assembly? Why is it important that
citizens vote for their own governor?

It was important for the western part of North Carolina to have more representatives in the
General Assembly because the majority of North Carolinians lived in the western part of the
state by that time. While the changes improved representation based on region, they took
away representation for communities of color. A democratic vote for governor shifted the
executive branch’s accountability to the people, rather than legislators.




