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In March 1776 the Second Continental Congress met in
Philadelphia. North Carolina’s delegates include William Hooper
and John Penn. They knew they needed to lead the effort to
create North Carolina’s first state constitution. The med asked
Massachusetts delegate, John Adams, for his advice on the
subject. Adams first wrote a letter to Hooper, and then copied it
for Penn. The advice was so well-received that leaders from other
colonies also asked Adams for copies. Thoughts on Government
became a pamphlet the next month and circulated far and wide.
It influenced the formation of many state constitutions, including
North Carolina’s. In his letter to Hooper, Adams discussed many
principles, including separation of powers and a system of checks
and balances. These ideas became the foundation of American
John Adams by Mather Brown government. Hooper’s copy of the letter is preserved in the State
Boston Athenaeum collection Archives of North Carolina.

\ DOCUMENT I
Title 7/ /
Oughts op G \V
Oovern,
Mment ’/
Date: |
March 7 776 /
Creator: John Adams /

Fomlat' Le
* Letter. |
s (correspo,,de nce) |

William Hooper Qul'ck Fact Check

East Carolina University collection

1. Why is John Adams Famous?
Second president of the United States, writer, delegate to the Continental Congress.
2. Whose copy of Adams’s letter is in the State Archives?

William Hooper’s
3. List two foundational principles of government in Adams’s letter.

The government should have a separation of powers and operate with a system of checks and balances.
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United States by Gilbert Stuart, 1825

Comsidew'ng word choice - The words a writer chooses can reveal a lot. They reveal what is significant to

the writer and can suggest emotions. The word cloud above represents the 150 most repeated words in John
Adams’s Thoughts on Government. The larger the word appears in the cloud, the more often Adams used it.
Consider what we can learn just from looking at the words he chose and how often he said them.

Which words above seem emotional or suggest What ideas and concepts does Adams seem most
feelings? List them below. If the feeling behind the concerned about? Keep in mind that the larger words
word is positive put a plus sign (+) next to the word. If | are repeated more often in the text.

it is negative, put a minus sign (-).

Answers will vary. Some possible ones include: Answers will vary. A few stand out including:
Happiness (+); Best (+); Virtue (+); Wise (+); Government, power, happiness, the law, people, etc.
Unconquerable (+); Friend (+); Honor (+); Greatest

(+); Brave (+); Tyrants (-); Smile (+); Truth (+); Discuss how the larger and often repeated words are

Opportunity (+); Hope (+); Strict (-); Fear (-); Power evidence of Adams’s focus and concern when he was
(+or-) writing Thoughts on Government. Ask why he might
be concerned with these ideas and concepts.
Discuss the importance of word choice in
demonstrating the writer’s emotions and evoking

feelings in the reader.

Predict how John Adams might have answered this question: What makes a good government?
Write a sentence using at least five of the words from the word cloud above.

Sentences will vary but may include references to checks and balances, separation of powers, and

happiness.




