
ACTIVITY: Finding Towns

“A New and Accurate Map of North Carolina in North America,” (London: J. Hinton, 1779), MC.150.1779a, State Archives of N.C.

During the early years of statehood, governors lived in their own houses and the General Assembly 
moved from place to place, meeting in private residences and in courthouses when available. The 3rd 
section of the 1776 constitution provided for two representatives from each county in the House of 
Commons. Six counties with the largest towns could send an additional representative to the Assembly. 

Find and circle Edenton, New Bern, Wilmington, Halifax, Hillsborough, and Salisbury on this 1779 map. 

Should the General Assembly have selected one of those 6 towns for the capital? If so, which one should 
they have chosen and why? If not, what would be the best location to establish a new town and why?*

As the state's population in the western part of the state grew, a 1788 State Convention voted to fix the 
capital within ten miles of a popular tavern at a crossroads in Wake County (formed in 1771). A 
committee later purchased 1,000 acres adjacent to the Wake County courthouse (rather than the 
tavern), and established Raleigh as the capital city.

Find and circle names of the six towns as streets on the “Plan of the City of Raleigh.”
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https://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/search/searchterm/New
https://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/search/searchterm/Accurate
https://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/search/searchterm/Map
https://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/search/searchterm/North
https://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/search/searchterm/Carolina
https://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/search/searchterm/North
https://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/search/searchterm/America
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M.C.195.R 163.1834w, State Archives of N.C.

With a growing proportion of citizens living in the Piedmont and more settlers moving 
westward to the mountains, state leaders were trying to find a central location. Wake 
County had been created out of Johnston in 1771 (Note that the map published in 1779 
represents an earlier view.) An east-west road connected New Bern to western 
settlements, including Salem, and a north-south road served as a link between 
Petersburg, Virginia, and Charleston, South Carolina. This crossroads was the site of a 
popular tavern—Isaac Hunter’s. The N.C. General Assembly met at the nearby Wake 
County courthouse in 1781, less than a mile away from the future location of the State 
Capitol. Also, the University of North Carolina had been chartered in Chapel Hill, a day’s 
ride away, in 1792. 


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4

