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First Provincial Congress

Surry County Committee of Safety Journal, 1775, SR.12.13.3.001, State
Archives of N.C.

Great Britian’s Tea Act of 1773 left the colonists
paying a tax that they did not have a chance to vote
for or against. After sending letters and petitions to
the British government for years protesting taxes
with little success, a group of Boston men took more
direct action on December 16, 1773, by throwing tea
into the harbor, an act that became known as the
Boston Tea Party.

British Parliament responded by passing the
Intolerable Acts to punish the Americans and end
what they saw as rebellion. Provisions included
closing the port of Boston until residents paid for
the destroyed tea and revoking the colony’s 1691
charter, taking away many local rights. A new
Quartering Act, which could force communities to
board British soldiers, took effect in all the colonies.

Anger spread as people felt a new unity with the
citizens of Boston. In North Carolina, William Hooper
(a native of Boston) called for a meeting to discuss

these issues. The three-day meeting in New Bern, beginning August 25, 1774, became known as the First
Provincial Congress. 71 men from across North Carolina gathered to discuss Parliament’s actions and
passed a set of resolutions in protest. Even as the delegates pledged their allegiance to King George, they
promised to boycott products that came from Great Britain, such as tea and fine fabrics.

The delegates to the Provincial Congress also wanted the colonies to unite in support of Massachusetts
and the boycott. Although they did not yet call for independence, delegates took steps toward a

new government. Committees of Safety formed in counties to establish local government and send
representatives to the Provincial Congress. The Provincial Congress then elected representatives to attend
the first Continental Congress in Philadelphia, which would include others from twelve colonies. William
Hooper, Richard Caswell, and Joseph Hewes were North Carolina’s representatives.




In October, 51 Edenton women sent their
own resolves in support of the Provincial
Congress’ resolves to the King of England
and also published them, in London and
local newspapers.
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AS we cannot be indifferent on any Occafion
that appean
Cowncry

and folemn

Asroait Cuancrow,
F. Jonwaton.
Marsaner CaTncarry,
Ankx JonmiTom.
MarcanzT Pranson.
Pewzrors Dawson,
kaw Brain,
tact CLavron,
Faawces Hars.
Maav Jowzs,
Ampe L,
Restcca Bowprizus.
Sanan Livrinjenm,
Piwzzore Banxza.
Evizanntn P, Opmonn,
M. Parmg,
Evisanztw Jonmervew.
Many Bowmwrn.
Lyoia Borwnna,
Sananm Howsn,
Rvoia Bamwey,
Manjen Waerns.
Anpe AFptaden.
Fanaw Mavraews.
Axwe Mavonvon.
Brisasuvnm Brascav.

Marnw Brovwr.
Erisalern Camacr,
Errramern Pavreasen,
e Weetweoo.
ARY Weorarp,
Sanan Brassey.
Svsavwman Varr.
Estcannre Vage.
Barsansrn Vast.
Many Cazacvy.
Mary Camacy.
Revx Bawnvar.

|Sanax Howeorr.

Sanam Hosxiwe.
Mary LiTTLEDLE.
Sasam Vartawring,

JEBrisanern Corexerr,

Ertsansyn Gacan.
aey Ramsar.
Awpe Hoawinrow.
Masy Henyon
Tanztia Cunnincuam,
Ertsassrn Rozgavs.
Etisasern Romzavi.
Evszassra Romanve,

Edenton Resolves, “Postscript,” Williamsburg Virginia Gazette,
November 3, 1774.

Quick Fact Check

1. Why were some colonists angry at British Parliament?

2. How did some women support the Provincial Congress’ resolves?

3. What was the difference between the Provincial Congress and the Continental Congress?

4. To whom did delegates to the First Provincial Congress pledge their allegiance?




