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Robert Gregg Cherry (October 17, 1891 — June 25, 1957), Post-World War |l governor
of North Carolina and speaker and long-time member of the North Carolina House of
Representatives, was born at Catawba Junction, near York, SC, to Chancellor Lafayette and
Hattie Davis Cherry. His mother died when Cherry was one year old and his father, a farmer and
Confederate veteran, six years later. Cherry was sent to Gastonia, just across the state line, to live
with his maternal grandfather, pioneer Gastonian Isaac N. Davis, and his uncle, Henry M.
Lineberger.

Cherry attended the public schools of Gastonia and then was graduated from Trinity
College in 1912. He completed a law degree at Trinity College in 1914, winning the Judge
Walter Clark prize as the highest ranking student in the graduating class. Returning to Gastonia,
he established a law practice with Alfred Lee Bulwinkle, long-time friend and future
congressman from the area.

When the United States entered World War 1 in 1917, Cherry delighted in organizing
among men in the Gastonia area a machine gun troop of the First North Carolina Cavalry, which
he trained and commanded during service overseas. He always took great pride in having
developed a group of local men into a fighting cadre. His interest in the military continued after
the war, and he maintained membership in the National Guard until 1924,

Cherry returned from the service in April 1919 to find that his friends had nominated him
for mayor of Gastonia. He entered the race, won it in May of that year, and was reelected in
1921.

In 1931, Willis Smith, in an effort to gain a network of supporters for his own bid for
speaker of the North Carolina house, persuaded Cherry to run for the house from Gaston County.
Cherry won the election and continued to win the races biennially through 1939. In 1941 and
1943 he switched to the state senate, where he continued to represent his Gaston County
constituency. His service in the house of representatives led to his own election as speaker in
1937. His resolute handling of the house in that crucial year of significant legislation under
Governor Clyde R. Hoey won him the title "The Iron Major," a reference also to his military
career. Cherry dispatched important social legislation with ease and took a personal interest in
the social welfare programs, serving on the state board of public welfare. By the end of the
1930s, he was being mentioned as a likely candidate for governor. Fulfilling a youthful ambition,
he won the office in 1944 on a platform stressing improved health care and education, without a
burdensome increase in taxes.

Cherry became the first governor from Gaston County and served during the difficult
period of postwar readjustment for the nation and the state. He found the state with a budget
surplus, which he sought to spend wisely for capital improvements while making plans for
retiring the bonded indebtedness. Probably his two greatest accomplishments were in the areas of
health care and education. He worked especially to improve facilities for mental health, spending
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in four years almost $12 million in state and federal funds combined (in all the years previously,
only about $11 million had been spent in North Carolina for mental health). He also promoted an
increase of 83 percent in public schoolteacher salaries and simultaneously reduced the average
pupil-teacher ratio in the schools. While he did not achieve the level of road construction for
which he had hoped, he set the stage for the road-building program of his successor, Kerr Scott,
by laying plans and obtaining the supplies for future highway construction.

Cherry did not achieve a state-wide liquor referendum or a department of police and
public safety, goals he had noted in his inaugural address. He maintained a moderate political
image for his state when he refused to join the Dixiecrat revolt from the Democratic party. His
moderate image in race relations was enhanced by his commutation to life imprisonment of the
death sentence of a black man convicted of raping a pregnant white woman.

A man of keen wit, he reacted philosophically and humorously to public response to his
controversial actions. He delighted in bringing a common touch to the governor’s office. He
preferred simple foods to the usual executive fare and usually walked to work, rather than riding
in the executive limousine. He often surprised salespeople and state officials by doing his
personal shopping and making his own telephone calls. After he left the governor’s office in
1949, Cherry returned to his law practice in Gastonia. There he lived with his wife, Mildred
Stafford Cherry, daughter of a mayor of Greensboro, whom he had married in 1921. The Cherrys
had no children.

Cherry died in 1957 after several weeks of hospitalization for toxic poisoning. He was
buried in the Gaston Memorial Park. Under the terms of his will, his wife placed his personal
papers in the North Carolina Department of Archives where they, along with his official
gubernatorial papers, are available to researchers.

Source: Morgan, Thomas S., “Robert Gregg Cherry,” Dictionary of North Carolina
Biography, Volume 1, A-C, William S. Powell, ed., Chapel Hill, NC:  The
University of North Carolina Press, 1979, pp. 361-362.
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Gaston-Guilford
Guilford-Iredell
Jackson-Mecklenburg
Mecklenburg-Northampton
Onslow-Randolph
Richmond-Stokes
Surry-Wake

Wake-Yancey

Agencies, Commissions, Departments, and Institutions, 1944

Agriculture Commissioner

Alcoholic Control, State Board of

The American Legion

American Red Cross

Attorney General

State Auditor

Archives and History, State Department of
Blind Schools and Commission

Budget Bureau

Congressional Correspondence
Conservation and Development, Department of

Charities and Public Welfare, State Board of
East Carolina Teachers College

Elections, State Board of

State Executive Committee for 1944, Matters pertaining to, R. Gregg Cherry,
Chairman

Forestry, North Carolina Association
Governor’s Office

Health, Department of

Highway, Public Works; and Prisons
Highway Patrol

North Carolina Industrial Commission

Insane Asylums
Insurance Commissioners
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Labor Commissioner

Libraries and Library Commission
Licensing Boards

Motor Vehicle Bureau

Negro Colleges

North Carolina Hospitals, Board of Control
North Carolina Merit System

North Carolina State Planning Board
Paroles Commission

Probation Commission

Purchase and Contract, Division of
Recreation Commission

Revenue Department

Rural Electrification Authority in North Carolina
Secretary of State

Tax Research, Department of

Tuberculosis Sanatoriums

Western Carolina Teachers College

Agencies, Commissions, Departments, and Institutions, 1945-1948

Accountancy, State Board of
Adjutant General

Advisory Budget Commission
Aeronautics Commission

Agriculture, Department of
Agricultural and Technical College of North Carolina
Alcoholic Control, Board of

American Legion

Appalachian State Teachers College

Archives and History, Department of

North Carolina State Art Society

Architectural Examination and Registration, State Board of
Attorney General, Department of

State Auditor

Banking Department

Barber Examiners, State Board of
Blind, State Commission for the

Budget Bureau

State Building Code Council

Buildings and Grounds, Board of Public
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Bureau of Investigation

Burial Association Commission

Cape Hatteras Seashore Commission

Caswell Training School

Chiropractic Examiners, North Carolina State Board of
The Colored Orphanage of North Carolina
Confederate Woman’s Home

Conservation and Development, Department of, February, 1946-January, 1955
Conservation and Development, February, 1946-September, 1947

Conservation and Development, October, 1947-December, 1948
Contractors, North Carolina Licensing Board for
Correction and Training, North Carolina Board of

Cosmetic Art, North Carolina State Board of Examiners
Dental Examiners, North Carolina Board of
East Carolina Teachers College

State Education Commission

Education Commission of the State Planning Board (North Carolina Resource
Use)

Education, State Board of

Education, State Board of, Endorsements, 1945

Elections, State Board of

Electrical Contractors, Board of Examiners of

Elizabeth City State Teachers College

Employment Security Commission

Engineers and Lady Surveyors, North Carolina State Board of Registration for
Fayetteville State Teachers College

Gas and Oil Inspection Bureau

General Statutes Commission

State Hospital at Goldsboro

Health, State Board of

State Highway Commission
State Highway Commission
State Highway Commission

Highway Patrol
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North Carolina Hospital and Medical Care Commission, August, 1946-August,
1948

North Carolina Hospital and Medical Care Commission
North Carolina Hospital and Special Medical Care Commission File
North Carolina Hospitals — Board of Control

North Carolina Hospitals, Board of Control, January, 1945-January, 1948
Industrial Commission
Insurance Advisory Committee

Insurance Department

Interracial Cooperation, North Carolina Commission on
Judicial and Solicitorial District

Justices of Peace, 1946-1948

Labor, Department of

Law Enforcement Officers Benefits and Retirement Fund
State Library

Library Commission

State Literary and Historical Association

Local Government Commission

Medical Care Commission, see North Carolina Hospital

Merit System Council

North Carolina Milk Commission

Monuments to Presidents Johnson, Polk, and Jackson

Morehead City Port Commission

Morganton, State Hospital at

Morrison Training School for Negro Boys

Motor Vehicles Bureau

Motor Vehicles Injuries, Commission on

Motor Vehicle Transportation, Commission on

Motor Vehicle Transportation of Property, Commission to Study the Needs and
Facilities for

Motor Vehicles, House Resolution No. 960

Motor Vehicles, Commission to Study Inspection and Licensing of

Negroes, North Carolina College for

Nurse Examiners, North Carolina Board of

Optometry, State Board of Examiners in

North Carolina Orthopedic Hospital

Osteopathic Examination and Registration, North Carolina State Board of
Oxford Orphanage

Oyster and Clam Commission
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North Carolina National Park, Parkway and Forest Development Commission
Paroles Commission, May, 1945-December, 1947
Paroles Commission, December, 1947-January, 1949

Pembroke State Teachers College

Penal Institutions, Commission on States

Pharmacy, North Carolina Board of

Photographic Examiners, North Carolina Board of

Plumbing and Heating Contractors, State Board of Examiners of
Ports, North Carolina Ports Authority

Prison System, North Carolina Department

Probation Commission

Public, Local and Private Legislation by the General Assembly: Joint Resolution
Providing for the Appointment of a Commission to Study and Report Upon the
Problem of

Purchase and Contracts, Division of

Raleigh, State Hospital at

Raleigh, State School for the Blind and Deaf

“Sir Walter Raleigh Day Commission”

Railroad, The Atlantic and East Carolina

Railroad, The Atlantic and North Carolina

Railroad, North Carolina

Retirement System, Teachers’ and State Employees’
Revenue

Revenue, Department of

Roanoke Island Historical Association, Incorporated
Rocky Mount Commission

North Carolina Rural Electrification Authority

North Carolina Rural Rehabilitation Corporation

North Carolina Sanatoriums for Treatment of Tuberculosis
Secretary of State

Spastic Hospital, Committee on

State College

State Hospital at Camp Sutton

State Treasurer

Stonewall Jackson Manual and Industrial Training School
State Stream Sanitation and Conservation Committee
The Supreme Court of North Carolina
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The North Carolina Symphony Society, Inc.

Tax Research, Department of

North Carolina Textbook Commission

Tile Contractors, Board of Examiners for Licensing
Tryon Palace

Unemployment Compensation Commission

North Carolina Utilities Commission
Utilities Commission
Veterans Commission

Veterans

Veterinary Medical Examiners, North Carolina Board of

Vocational Rehabilitation Division, Department of Public Instruction
North Carolina Vocational Textile School

Welfare, State Board of Public

Western Carolina Teachers College

Wildlife Resource Commission, Correspondence Relative to Appointment of
Members of

Winston-Salem Teachers College

Woman’s College, Greensboro, North Carolina

Subiject Files, 1945-1948

Army Correspondence

United State Army Reports and Studies of Rivers or Bodies of Water:

Cape Fear River at and below Wilmington

New River to Jacksonville, and New River to Jacksonville

Purviance Creek — Preliminary Examination of, New Hanover County

Stumpy Point — Channel from Pamlico Sound to Stumpy Point

Taylors Creek — Waterway connecting Pamlico Sound and Beaufort Harbor with
particular reference to Taylors Creek

Yadkin River — Report on Flood Control

Yadkin-Pee Dee River — Report on Flood Control

American Overseas Aid and United Nations Appeal for Children
Agricultural Fairs Commission, an Act to Provide for the Appointment of a
Commission to Investigate the Status of

Area Agricultural Schools

Applications and Recommendations of Job Seekers
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Baptist Orphanage of North Carolina
Bar Association of North Carolina
North Carolina State Bar

Bennett College

Biltmore College

Book Aid Program

Boy Scouts of America

State Building Program Commission
Campbell College

Catawba College

R. Gregg Cherry, Governor

R. Gregg Cherry File

R. Gregg Cherry, Washington File
R. Gregg Cherry, Tide Water Lands

Civil Rights

Civilian Defense

Coal Strike, Matters Pertaining to

Commerce, United State Department of
Correspondence, Congressional
Correspondence with Governors of Other States
Council of State Government, 1947-1948

Council of State Government (cont’d)

Davidson College

Defense Transportation, Office of

State Democratic Executive Committee

Democratic State Convention, 1948

Democratic State Convention, 1948, Handbook of Democratic Party

Domestic Relations Commission

Duke University

State Educational Agency

Elon College

General G. B. Erskine, Administrator, Retaining and Re-employment
Administration, Federal Trade Commission Building, Washington, DC
Farm Program

Flora McDonald College

State Food Committee
Good Health Program
Governors’ Conference
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Greensboro College

Guilford College

Highway Commission Minutes
Highway Safety Conference

Home Demonstration Clubs, North Carolina Foundation of

Wilkins Horton and 1944 National Convention

Infantile Paralysis

Institute of Government

State Compulsory Insurance Commission

Jackson Day Dinner, March 23, 1946; Jefferson Day Dinner, April 19, 1947
Judge Olive, Correspondence with Reference to Successor for

Judge and Solicitor, Appointment for First Judicial District

Judges of the Superior Court, Correspondence with Reference to
Recommendations for

Labor Troubles in High Point and Winston-Salem

Lake Tahoma, Commission to Study the Advisability of Purchasing
Lees-McRae College

Legislatures, 1945 and 1947

Methodist Orphanage

Miscellaneous Answered and Unanswered Letters
Miscellaneous Correspondence

Miscellaneous Correspondence
Municipalities, North Carolina League of

National Administration, “Bulletins and Useful Information”
National Correspondence

National Correspondence
National Correspondence

National Correspondence
Naval Correspondence

USS North Carolina
Northampton County Lynching
Oil Coordinator — W. Z. Betts
Peace College

Pfeiffer Junior College
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Pictures, Request for

Post-War Planning

George Ross Pou, Correspondence Relative to Appointment of a Successor to
Production and Marketing Commission

Public Instruction, Child Feeding Program, North Carolina State Department of
FM Radio, Education

Reports Submitted to the 1947 General Assembly by the Governor

Resolution — Authorizing Legislative Investigation of Examining Boards
Reports of Legislative Commission to Study and Investigate North Carolina
Licensing Boards:

Transcript of Testimony, Accountancy, State Board of

Transcript of Testimony, Architectural Examination and Registration, Board of

Transcript of Testimony, Chiropody Examiners, Board of

Transcript of Testimony, Chiropractic, Board of Examiners

Transcript of Testimony, Contractors, Licensing Board of

Transcript of Testimony, Cosmetic Arts, Board of

Transcript of Testimony, Dental Examiners, Board of

Transcript of Testimony, Electrical Contractors, Board of Examiners for
Transcript of Testimony, Embalmers, Board of

Transcript of Testimony, Engineers and Land Surveyors, Board of Registration
Transcript of Testimony, Law Examiners, Board of

Transcript of Testimony, Medical Examiners, Board of

Transcript of Testimony, Nurse Examiners, Board of

Transcript of Testimony, Optometry, Board of Examiners in

Transcript of Testimony, Osteopathic Examination and Registration, Board of
Transcript of Testimony, Pharmacy, Board of

Transcript of Testimony, Photographic Examiners, Board of

Transcript of Testimony, Plumbing and Heating Contractors, Board of Examiners
Transcript of Testimony, Tile Contractors, Licensing Board for

Transcript of Testimony, Veterinary Examining Board

Rent Control

Reynolds Tobacco Company and Employees
Rivers and Harbors

Roanoke River Flood Control Committee
Rural Industries Committee

Safie Manufacturing Company Strike
Salvation Army

Public School, Health Program in Schools
School, State Superintendent
1947 School Teacher Program
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Box 77
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Box 79

Box 80
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School Teachers and State Employees, Correspondence with Reference to Salary
Increase for
Public Schools

Public Schools (cont’d)
Schools: Reviews, Quarterlies, Reports, etc.

Public Schools, Education and
Public Schools, Special Session

Public Schools, Special Session (cont’d)
Selective Service

North Carolina Self-Help Corporation
Shaw University

Social Security Board

Solicitor, Successor to D. M. Clark, deceased; and Baxter Jones, deceased
Solicitor, for First District, See: Judges

Solicitor, Applicants for, Second Judicial District

Solicitor, Applicants for, Sixteenth Solicitorial District

South Carolina
Southern Governors’ Conference, 1947

Southern Governors’ Conference, 1947

Southern Governors’ Conference, 1946
Southern Governors’ Freight Rate Committee
Southern Governors’ Political Committee, 1948
Supreme Court, Recommendations to, etc.

Telephone Strike, 1947

North Carolina Thrift Society

Tobacco Institute

Unemployment Compensation
Unemployment Compensation, State Director
United Daughters of the Confederacy

United Nations Campaign

United War Fund

William B. Umstead, Correspondence to, from and about Senator
Veterans

World War Veterans Loan Fund



Box 82

Box 82.1

Box 82.2

Box 83
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Veterans, Miscellaneous Matters Relating to

Wake Forest College

War Department, District No. 2, Fourth Service Command
War Devices and Trophies, Distribution of

Wilson Warlick, Successor to

Wingate Junior college

Women’s Army Corps

Young Democratic Clubs of North Carolina

Youth Conservation Conference

Appointments, 1944-1945

Conservation and Development, Department of
Highway and Public Works Commission, Districts #1-4

Highway and Public Works Commission, Districts #5-10

Appointments and Commissions, 1945-1948

Accountancy, State Board of

Adjutant General

Aeronautics Commission

Affidavits and Deeds, Commissioners of
Agriculture, State Board of

Alcoholic Control, State Board of

Agricultural and Technical College for Negroes
Appalachian State Teachers College
Architectural Examination and Registration
North Carolina Art Society

Archives and History, State Department of, See: History
Armory Commission

Atlantic Beach, Town of, Mayor and Alderman
Atlantic and North Carolina Railroad

State Auditor

Banking Department

Barber Examiners, Board of

Blind, State Commission for the

Blind and Deaf, North Carolina School for
Boiler Rules, Board of

Advisory Budget Commission

Budget, Assistant Director of

Building Code Council

Building Program, Commission to Study
Burial Association Commissioners
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Chiropractic Examiners, State Board

Moses H. Cone Memorial Hospital

Confederate Woman’s Home

Congress, Members of

Conservation and Development (See Box 82.1)
Constitutional Amendment

Contractors, State Licensing Board for

Farmers Cooperative Exchange and North Carolina Cotton Growers Cooperative
Correction and Training, North Carolina State Board of
Cosmetic Art Examiners, Board of

Roderick Davenport, Report by Commissioner of Banks
Davidson County Court

Deaf, North Carolina School for the

Dental Examiners, State Board of

Domestic Relations, Commission to Study

East Carolina Teachers College

Education, State Board of

State Education Commission

Elections, State Board of

Electrical Contractors, Examiners of

Elizabeth City Teachers College

Employment Security Commission

Engineers and Land Surveyors, Board of Registration for
Examining Boards, Commission to Study

Fairs, Commission to Investigate Agricultural
Fayetteville State Teachers College

North Carolina Forestry Survey Commission

Fort Fisher Park Commission

Gasoline and Qil Inspection Board

General Assembly, Special Election for Franklin County
General Statutes Commission, House Bill No. 59

The Governor’s Office Miscellaneous Letters, Data, etc.
Health, State Board of

High Point Municipal Court, Judge and Solicitor

High Point Municipal Court, Judge Pro Tem

State Highway and Public Works Commission (See Boxes 82.1-82.2)
History, Executive Board, Department of Archives and
Hospitals, North Carolina, Board of Control

East Carolina Indian Training School

Indians, Pembroke State College for

Industrial Commission

Insurance Advisory Board

Insurance Laws, Commission to Study
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Interstate Co-operation

Judges of the Superior Courts

Special Judges, Superior Courts

Judges of the Supreme Court

Emergency Judges

Judicial and Solicitorial Districts, Commission on
Justice in North Carolina, Commission to Study the Administration of
Knitting Department Advisory Committee, State College
Law Enforcement Officers’ Fund

North Carolina Library Commission

Local Government Commission

North Carolina Medical Care Commission

Merit System Council

North Carolina Milk Commission

North Carolina Milk Producers Corporation and Marketing Association
Miscellaneous File

Miscellaneous Lists, Boards, Commissions, etc.
Moore’s Creek Park, Commission for

Motor Vehicles, Division of

Negroes, North Carolina College for

New Hanover County, Solicitor, Recorders Court
North Carolina Railroad

Optometry, Board of Examiners in

North Carolina Orthopedic Hospital

Osteopathic Examination and Registration
Oxford Orphanage (Colored)

Oxford Orphanage (White)

Oysters and Clams, Commission on

North Carolina Park Commission

North Carolina National Park, Parkway and Forest Development Commission
Paroles, Commissioner of

Penal Institutions, Commission on

Pharmacy, State Board of

Photographic Examiners, State Board of
Plumbing and Heating Contractors

Morehead City Port Commission

Ports Authority, North Carolina State

Potatoes (Irish), Commission on

Probation Commission

Public, Local and Private Legislation, Commission on
Purchase and Contract, Division of

Sir Walter Raleigh Day Commission

Recreation Commission
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Box 87

Box 88

Box 89
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Retirement System

Resource-Use Commission

Revenue, Commissioners of

Roanoke Island Historical Association, Inc.
Rural Electrification Authority

Sinking Fund Commission

Solicitors, Superior Courts

Spastic Children, Hospital For

State College

State Stream Sanitation and Conservation Committee
North Carolina Symphony Society

Tax Research, Department of

Teachers, Commission to Study Payment of
North Carolina Textbook Commission

North Carolina VVocational Textile School
Thomasville Recorders Court, Solicitor and Judge
Tile Contractors, Examiners for Licensing

Lake Tahoma Commission

Tryon’s Palace Commission

Sanatoriums, Tuberculosis

Uniform State Laws, North Carolina Commission on
University of North Carolina

Utilities Commission

Veterans Commission

Veterans Affairs, Lee County Board of
Veterinary Medical Examiners

Vocational Schools, Commission on Area
Welfare, State Board of Public

Western Carolina Teachers College

Wildlife Resources Commission

Winston-Salem Teachers College

Wreck Commissioners

Wrightsville Beach, Town of

16

Addresses, Press Releases, Proclamations, Programs, Statements, 1945-1948

Addresses, Press Releases, Proclamations, Programs, Statements, 1945
Addresses, Press Releases, Proclamations, Programs, Statements, 1946

Addresses, Press Releases, Proclamations, Programs, Statements, 1947

Biennial Message and Special Budget Message
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Box 95

Box 96

Box 97

Box 98

Box 99

Box 100

Box 101

Box 102

Box 103

Box 104

Box 105

Box 106

Governors’ Papers
R. Gregg Cherry

Addresses, Press Releases, Proclamations, Programs, Statements, 1948

Court Assignments, 1945-1948

Court Assignments, January-December, 1945
Court Assignments, January-June, 1946

Court Assignments, July-December, 1946
Court Assignments, January-September, 1947

Court Assignments, October-December, 1947
Court Assignments, January-December, 1948

Court Correspondence, 1945-1948

Court Correspondence, 1945-1948, A-H
Court Assignments, 1945-1948, I-Y

Requisitions, Extraditions, and Rewards, 1945-1948

Requisitions, Extraditions, and Rewards, January-May, 1945
Requisitions, Extraditions, and Rewards, June-October, 1945

Requisitions, Extraditions, and Rewards, November-December, 1945
Requisitions, Extraditions, and Rewards, January-March, 1946

Requisitions, Extraditions, and Rewards, April-June, 1946
Requisitions, Extraditions, and Rewards, July-September, 1946
Requisitions, Extraditions, and Rewards, October-December, 1946
Requisitions, Extraditions, and Rewards, January-March, 1947
Requisitions, Extraditions, and Rewards, April-June, 1947
Requisitions, Extraditions, and Rewards, July-September, 1947
Requisitions, Extraditions, and Rewards, October-December, 1947

Requisitions, Extraditions, and Rewards, January-March, 1948

17
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Box 108

Box 109

Box 110

Box 111

Box 112
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Requisitions, Extraditions, and Rewards, April-June, 1948

Requisitions, Extraditions, and Rewards, July-September, 1948
Requisitions, Extraditions, and Rewards, October-December, 1948

Minutes of the Board of Buildings and Grounds, 1945-1948

Minutes of the Council of State, 1945-1948

Press Releases, 1945-1948, A-Y

Correspondence on Cherry Administration, December, 1948-February, 1949

Appointments Calendars (4 loose bundles)

See also, Audiovisual Collection, Sound Recordings



