
PAPERS OF JAMF.S PARKSR, 1760-1807.

Reel no. Z.5.268
James Parker, a Scot of Glasgow, emigrated to Virginia Rnd established a mercantile
·firm with his brother-tn-law, ~i11iam Aitchison. During the American Revolution
Parker was commissioned captain in the Br Itish army. After the war he returned to
Britain.
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Introduction and list of documents.

The Vir inia A1manack for the Year ••• 1771 ••• Includes manuscript
notations such as May 1 ) details of battlp. between Tryon and
re~lators on "Great Alamanza creek." Also notes relating,to business
affairs of Aitchison and Parker, and others, 178os.

tntrybook, including accounts, 1786-1P01, of payments to military
personnel, n~med, with units deSignated; divided by rank.

Also letter to John Paisley, 16 Oct lRo6, concerning settlement of
~ccounts of Thomas Mc~~ight and Co. of Pasquotank Co., N.C., two-
thirds of wh4ch firm was owned by farker and Aitchison.

Also memorandum of letter written 13 ~u~ 1807 to D. Forbes of Stirling
"(who Lef t No. Carolina with Wm. "1cCormick on board the brigantine
Johnson in 1776)11 concerning books of McCormick.

\lso lists of troops, etc., concerning the Virginia expedition, 1781.

lH07 Aug 13. Glasrow. James Parker to Ninian Hill, Edinburgh, con-
cerning affairs of McCormick an~ Co., McKnight and Co., etc., with
lists of papers, accounts of action a~ainst ~cKnight, etc.

1760 Dec 1. Fosterbank, N.C. Anne Slmsly to James Parker. Family
news.

1768 Aug 29. Liverpool. Uexr. !;'lmflleyto James Parker, Norfolk, Va.
Has ~rrived after four-week voya~e from Edenton. News from England.

1779 Jan 30. ArnneJ ~lmsley to LJames Parker 1. Family news.

1779 ~ay 3. London. A1exr. Slmsly to James Parker, care of postmast~r
general, New York. V~rious conc~rnjnv ~lmsly's assistance with
Parker'S affairs in Snglendj military and poli~l news.

l7B2 ~ept 12, 27. London. Anne Flmsly to lJames Parker]. Family news.

l7~7 Dec 4. London. Anne Elmsly to James Parker, Glasgow. Family news.

1789 Jan 9 (received). London. Anne Elmsly to James Parke~ Family
news.

1789 Jan 11. Anne Elmsly to James Parker. Family news.

n.d. [17~9?J. Note from Anne Elmsly to James Parker.

17~9 Jan 9. Alexr. amsly LLondonJ to James Parker. Has given landlord
noticej is making a division of his revenue.

17~9 Jan 28. LLondon'. James Chalmers to JHmes Parker. Concerning
differences between ~r. ilmsly and his wife.

l7P9 Aug 29 (receivpd). Anne Elmsly to James Parker.

[17901 Feb 20 (received). Anne Elmsly to James Parker.

1790 Feb 24 (rpceived). t~ne ~lmsly to James Parker.

n.d. Lr.ost-aevolutionaryJ. Anne ~lmsly to James Parker.

(contd. next shp(



PA 5-6
Reel no. Z.5.?68

page 2

bet. PA 5-12 Account of James Parker with James ~~cKnight for education of Parker's
ar.d PA 5-13 son, 1775-1784.

lNote: Herenfter, isolated references to McKnigh t , Elmsly, or "Carolina" (unless
~h Carolina i~ clearly meant) will not be noted.]
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1780 Sept 28. James Parker to A. Elmsly. News of the war, esp.
Benedict Arnold.

1784 Dec 11. Norfolk. Copy of Alexander Diack to James Parker.
Business matters, including references to ~ienton.

1783 Jan 3. London. Alexr. Elmsly to James Parker (prisoner of war in
Caen. France).

1776 Nov 3. Williamsburg. James Parker to wi fe. Includes reference
to MacKnight's hnving sailea for London.

1776 ~{ov~. 'Iii11iamsburg. James Parker to wife. Includes reference
to MacKnight's being in London.

17PO Jan 5. Pasquotank Co., N.C. Order of court concerning 'sale of
confiscated property of Wm. McCormick and Co. and Margaret Parker.

17~2 March 21. London. Copy of Slmsly to ~. Le Carnns de timare, Paris.

1765 March 31. Norfolk. Margaret Parker to Jnmes Parker. aeference
to h"ving been in "Carolina" with hp.r sister t:lmsly.

n.d. Mar7aret Parker to James Parker. Including reference to his
being so long in "CArolina."

177R Dec 29. New York. James Parker to ~:argaret Parker, Princess Ann
Co., Virgi nia. Mentions news from r.~nQ'land,anc Ludf.ng some concerning
Mr. Elmsly and wife.

17Q3 July 27. .-::astwoodlVirginia I. t,1argaretParker to James Parker.
News, including th&t all the sl~vps they had in Carolina were carried
.way soon after he left the c oun t ry ; lawsuits in progr-e se : "Doctr.
Burke promises us his good offices."

1783 Aug ?3. London , James Psrker to r'~argaret Parker'. Includes
referpnce to lo~ses in Carolina.

Narrative of the copartnership of Aitchison -nd Parker, commenced in
1758, and of Thos. ~cY~ight's part therein; freq~ent references to
N.C.

.
1764 Harch 1~. London. Charles Steuart to 4itchison and Parker, Nor-

folk. Includes news that "Badley carried 50 pipes with him from
'!'enprifeto flo.C3rolina •••"

1764 I~ay1. London. Charles Steuart to U tchison and Parker. Norfolk.
Discussion of v~cant collectorshi~ includin~ one at Edenton.

1769 Sept 30. New York. Charles Steuart to James Parker, Norfolk. Conc
~rs. '~stace, widow of Dr. Eustace of N.C .• who seeks way to N.C. to
spend winter with ~rs. Naah at Haldf'ex,

1770 Feb 6. London. Charles Steup.rt to Ja~es Parker, Norfolk. News
of the brothers ~,lmsley and Mr. B'rrke r, Hns also discussed with
::lmsley "your swamp--be~ your pardon--Campania--scheme"i various
difficulties, including competition from the "Dismal swamp company
in Virga."

1770 June~. London. Charles SteUArt to Aitchison and Parker, Norfolk.
~lms1ey's news of the Granville est~te. esp. re~arding the Dismal Swam~

1770 \u~ 3. London. vharles SteUArt to Aitchison and Parker, NorfOlk.
.lmsly has told him that Col. Mercer says thlt the Vir~inia Dismal
wamp Co. hqs ~ot brant of Carolin~ p rt; he heR made inquiries about

this.

(contd. next she~t
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PA 9-35 1771 Feb 12. London. Charles Steuart to Aitchison and Parker, Nor-

folk. Reference to having sent letter via Fasquotank; reference to
:lmsly.

PA 9-37

PA 9-43

PA 9-48

•
FA 10-4

1771 Harch 11. London. Charles Steuart to Aitchison and Parker, Nor-
folk. Discussion of various offices; all provided for except Col.
)lercer and Zack Hood; does not think "the Lieut. Govr. LLe., Mercer]
will •.• stoop to be a Comptroller •••"

1771 July l~. London. Charles Steuart to James Parker, Norfolk.
!'hanks him for "your Carolina int.e1liIlPnce--it was the first we had
of that affair. I sent an ~xtract from your letter to Lord Hills-
borough, who was vpry thankful for it, ond I believe has heard
nothin; more of it since--some other accounts got into the papers
s f ter-vsrds , We are impatient to know the consequences"--hopes that
"these villains would not be mad enough" to require a second "severe
correction. I shbll like also to h~ar that some of the ranacious
18wy~rs, ~gents. CollLecto]rs &c ••• who r'm afraid laid the founda-
tion of these disturb~nces, are punished in a 1eJral way."

1773 May 29. London. Charles Steuart to James P~rker, Norfolk. Hugh
tinley, inspector or surveyor of posts in America. will be in
Vir~inia soon. "He i likewise charged with a commission from !-ir.
Thynne, one or the postmRsters h~re who is connected with the Gran-
ville family, to make en 1uiry conce rni ng their estate in North Caro-
lina"; was not able to introduce him to Bar-ker- and :::lmsly,"who could
~ve him the bpst advice & information in that affair, but I have
since got letters from them to Slm Jo~naon" which hRve been forwarded
to him; he should be "keot out of the hands of plausible people in
that country. whose interest it mF1y be to mi sLe d him."

n .n, [post Revolution'. lVirgjniH J. to "Dear ~ather" [James
Parkerl. Newe of family And friends, including Mr. Diack, recently
in Carolina--"Thf!Y hav e agai n Got paper \10ney amongs t them--he
could not get a farthing of rent when he WRS there except paper
Dollars •••"

_.
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PA 9-64 xtract from James Parker's iiary of the Revolution. At Philadelphia,

Dec., 1777: "the PeopLe last from Carolina !i8y the supplys to the
Continent from the Westendis are Chiefly by Occrecock inlet. 23
Vessels inward bound passed in the ~ourse of three days, Jhilst
lHessrs.?] Hamd Ltons (now at N. York) lay there for a ....ind."

i'~ 9-64 17?7 1ec 17. Fhiladelphia. James larker to LChBrles Steuart]. News,
including II Almost all the Men "r-om Carol ina and Virginia who had
any Virtue Ipft, havp come to ~. York •.•"i Col. Palmer's son
remains 6t BAthi hears that 3a~1. Johnston has been drafted into
the rebel p.rmy, a common soldier.

pa 9-66 1778 April. Ex t r-act from diary 0 f James Parker. Ne....s of a "party
from No. Carolina led by Cazwe11. Said to be five thousand •••"

P\ 9-66 1778 May 3. ~xtract from diary of James Parker. About 100 have
come from Caro11na, Virginia, ~aryland, and the lo....er counties to
avoid oppression of rebelsi h~ received line from Col. lligood
at Petersburg, brought by Capt. ~teuart from N.C.--he says none
coming from therp to join Nashington.

PA 9-69 1778 June 1. Philadelphia. Jbmes Parker to Charles Steuart. News,
inc1udin~ reference to "great numbers" being "proscribed" in the
Ca r-o I'ines and Virginia.

PA 9-72 177R July 25. CAmp at Yal10whook, Lona Island. James Parker to
Charles Steuart , Includes s+-,tement that "'3ovr. Martin will give
1"eany thina in his power •••"

!A 9-73

PA c)-76

?A 9-R4

PA 9-85

rA 9-87
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LPL Parker

177~ Aua 10. New York. F~tr8ct from James Parker'S diary, included
in a letter to Chad es St euar t , London, "By ~ccounts from r,orth
Carolina Great numbers of frenchmen with thpir famillies daily
arrive there to settle, in Sdenton thD~ little village there are
above Sixty french Shops."

17?Q NO'I 15. 'xtract from same. ~eference to possibility of British
neptis 80in~ to n.c.

17~0 Nov. Littl~dale transport, Hampton Road. Parker to 3teuart.
l!'1s participati.on in the .exped i tion to Virginia, has seen "many of
my Carolin~ acquaint8nce, oerf~ctly hapny in th~ hope t~dt the
rebellion would soon lie finishpd." ?4 Dec 1780: news of Benjamin
,lynne,son to former clerk of Hertford Co , , N.C., ....ho joined
British but i3 tried by court martidl for carrying on treasonable
correspondence ....ith the enemy. 1-14 Jan 1781: references to
receiving bills from "t-~yfreind Gove rnor- :-tartin";attack OD

'Jilmington; etc.

17Ql Jan 16. ChRrleston. James Parkp.r to Ch9rles Steuart. News of
the ....ar; reference to Gov. ~artin.

17~O Apr - June. ?r8~mentary dl~ry of seige and capture of Charleston
by James Pe rkr-r• Includes references to N.C. and Gov. ~lIrtin, such
as (p , 36, 26 Apr 17PO) "Yest rday the Revd , "'ick!nanl?l8 .iut chnen
came to Gov. Martin from the 10YR!.ists of Ho. Carolina, around .;<.tlic;-
bury. He gi ves a very favourable account of tha t coun try. I'hey 'Nan T

to know ho....to act properly ~ re r~ndy to t~ke arms ~ execute any
plan the GenL, reccomends." Also (unnumb. page, ~ay 171')0)"~y
a ~il1itin man from Or~nge County ~o. Carolina I am-informed four
of our Negroes Rre in Doctor Eurks hands •••" LPall:esfilmed out of
e,uence, RS follows: 11, 23, ~4, 12-14, 25-32, 15-22, 53-36,

41-45, t....o unnumbered p., 37-40, lnumb~r tornJ, 10.]
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?A 11-90

PA ll-ll&:

PA 11-128

17~7 118rch 2. '-"ilmington,N.C. Patrick Parker to James Parker. Is
on his way from Virginia to Charleston; at Edenton unfortunate in
not seeing Mr. Johnston, who was 8t Halifax; has "met with every mark 0

hospitality" from l'Ir.Iredell; aLl,Jamps lar-kert s "orme r- friends inquir
about him and tlmy Uncle ~lms1y"; price of tar; "Edinton is really a
dull !'llace--&Newborn worse in my Hb1e opinion"; Scotsmen are the only
good bus 'ness men ; the "Pa Iece in Newbern .•• is the t~ost Elegant
building I have as yet Seen on the Continent," but is now a school-
house, N.C.'s paper currency; econo~ic difficultip.s in state; town of
'MJshington, wi th store there of Colquhoun & Oo ,; has found "Severall
h.llf Jtarv'd frenchmpn" who"Seem to be The very Scum of their Nation--
The People in -enerall despise I'hemheartily •••" i comments on McKnight

17°7 Au 1. Norfolk, Va. Patrick ?Irker to James Parker. Various
news, including possibility of rpcovering his confiscated N.C. planta-
tion, Rough Banki reference to N.:. plantation, Browns ~ill, bought
by Dr. Dickinson of ~denton.

1790 Hov 17. Norfolk, VUe Patrick Parker to Jamel;;Parker. Includes
reference to Carolina property.

1793 ~arch 14. Patrick Parker to James Parker. Includes passing
reference to ""!r. Brown at r:denton," nephew of Peter Elmsley.

1794 July 18. Norfolk, Va. Patrick Par-ker-to James Parker. Reference
to land in Carolina, for~erly property of ~m. "!cCormick or ~hos.
1·1c~:nil1;ht•

2E g;g;;± sa Wi 44!£
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PAPERS OF J:.MES PARKER, 1760-1~07.
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FA 11-151 1796 AU9 13. Nor f'oIk , V<J. 'N. Aitchison to lJbmee Parkerl. Refer-
ence to certain Inws of Va. and N.C. being favorable to lOYRlists.

PA 11-158 1791 Nov. Norfolk, V~. Jno. Hamilton to James Parker, London. News,
including his preparing to go to Caroljna sssembly next month con-
cerni~g British debts.

PA 13-11 1POO :eb 11. Glas~ow. JaT.es Parker to C.S. Parker, London. Reference
to ~J8cKnight.

p~ 13-1~ 11:104~arch 14. James Parker to C.S. PArker. Including "the Wretch
McKni~ht" W"lnts to see account books and vouchers.

PA 13-19 lRo4 Apr 2. Glnsgow. JAmes Parker to C.S. Parker. Inoludee refer-
ences to VcKnight.
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P~ERS OF JAM~3 PARKER, 1760-1807.
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PA 16-2

PA.16-4
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PA 16-8
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1 \ 16-19

p" 16-19c
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PA 16-?38

p~ 16-?58

1763 Aull'24. Accounts, IIStore in Pasquotank." Signed by Thomas
~lacknight•

1?69 July 4. Boston. John Gell to "Gentlemen." Includes order for
seeds from trees in Dismal Swa~p or elsewhere.

1?79 Jan 4. London. Wm. McCormick to James Parker. New York. His
arrival; news of friends; hasn't been ~ble to sell cargo.

1779 Anr 11 - May 5. New York. James Parker to Charles Stewart,
London. News of the war; reference to Gov. Martin's having intro-
duced Parker to Gen. l-1athew.

1779 Oct 29. Edinburgh. I,ym.McCormick to "Dear Sir." Includes
reference to the Bp1ville.

1?~3 Oct 24. Norfolk, Va. Alexander Dieck to lJames Parker]. News
from the area; thanks for Igf'ntee1" suit of clothes, which were
"too fashi.onable"; will make "e little alteration" in them, then
p1Rns to "make my apoearance in them at the Superior Court of :;:denton.

l7Q4 Dec 11. Norfolk, Va. Alexander Dieck to LJames Parker). Various
clncerning property ~nd persons in V~. and N.C.

1?P5 Jan 16. Edinburgh. Wm. McCormick to JRmes Parker. London. News
of ~acKnight and the Elms1eys.

24.
1?P.5 MarchA ~dinburgh. Wm. McCormick to James Parker. Concerning

sh~re of the ship Petsey and cargo.

1?~5 July 17. Norfolk, Va. LAlexander Jiackl to (James Parker].
Various concerning larker's property.

1?Q6 Jec 15. lR. Norfolk, Va. Alexander Diack to LJames Parker].
P rkpr's property. !ncludes findip~ a bond lodged with Ambrose
Knox, "my friend at Hixonton with whom I always left the papers
relatinD' to your Carolin~ busint?ss."

17Q6 Dec ?5. Account of sales in N.C. of 14 Negroes recovered from
property of Thomes ~1acknight & Co.

17R7 June 9. New York. Daniel ~cCormick to James Parker, London. Is
~lad to have letter from Parker--the only one in a long time from
"any of my Old Vir~inia or North Carolina· cquaintance." News.

17Q~ Nov 26. New York. Daniel McCormick to James Parker. News,
irc1uding rp.C'retthat IIthere is not the good understanding there
ouzh t to be between you and our N Caroli na friends."

1790 Jan London. Draft of J3mes Parker to lThos. Macknight 1.
Concerning Mac~~ight·s bankryptcy; review of business affairs since
tr.e 1760s.

1?92 J<l!1 1. cridor-se d "a general ,itatementof A & Parkers connexion
with Tho s, '-':cni~htto John Elrns ly ;!' Very lengthy and detailed
review by Thomas l-1 cKn i.ght , inc)ud i ng \1acKniRht'5 establishment of
stores in Currituck and Pasquotnnk counties, and at Halifax, in
late 17505; his connection with the rirm of Aitchison & Parkerj
formation of fhomas MflcY.ni~ht~ Co., nnd subsequent history of
the firm.

(con td . n=x t
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?A 16-27

PA 16-31

PA 16-33
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• A 16-36-1

P ..i 16-36-2

P4 16-36-3

1,\ 16-37

p;4 16-38

PA 16-39

I A lR-2

179? Jan 1. London. Draft of James Parker to John Elmsley. Lengthy
reply by Parkpr to st~tement of Thomas V'cKnight concerning the
history of 'AacKnight's mercantile activities in N.C., his connection
w:th the firm of Aitchison & Pnrkpr, ~tc.

1794 May 3. Power of attorney from ~il1iam McCormick, Thomas MacKnight,
°nd James Parker, su~vivors of firm of ~m. ~cCormick & Co., to John
E1msley for recovery of compensation for loss of ship Belville and
ge tsey ,

[1794 or 1795]. Copy of declarati,n of trust concerning affairs of
Thomas MacKni~ht, La t e of Currituck Co ; , N.C., now of Ra tho , County
of Edinbur-gh; James Parker, Lr t.e of Norfolk, Va., now of London;
Hm. McCormick, late of PaS1uoldnk Co., now of city of Edinburgh.
Attested copy made 6 July 1804.

lQ07 ~41y 4. Glasgow. James Hill [blot ted ] to Charles S. Parker.
Concerning the disagreement betwe n homas ~'cY~ight and James
Parker.

lDlO Jan 4. First Division (Court of Chancery?]. PRINTED answers of
'Phomas MacKnight to petition of James Parker. History of MacKnight's
c] i~ agalr.st firm of Aitchison ~ Farker; includes references to
stores in Belville ~nd ~infield, N.C. Includes correspondence.

n.d. Statement Lof James Parker1 concerning his litigation with
Thomas MacKnight •

n.d. PRINT~D memorial from James Parker to Loyalist Claims Commissioner
Includes manuscript certificate of Parker's services from Lord
Dunmore, 24 Nov 1785.

n , d. PRINTFD memorial from James Parker to Loya Lf st Claims Commissioner
Includes es trma te of hi.J losses in Virginia and N.C., 9 March 1784,
and certificates and letters concerning same.

n.d. PRINTED memorial ~rom James Parker to Loyalist Claims Commissioner
Includes certificates and letters concerning samp..

n.d. PRWTi"D "Collections with r-egs.r d to the Case of the Ameri can
loyalists."

1784 ~arch 13. London. PRINTSD memorandum from Nilliam ~'Cormick to
Loyalist Claims rommissioners concern:n~ bis 10cses in N.C., including
schedule of property of .v'illiamr'l'~ormicke, Co--:-andvarious letters,
certific~tes, and p~oors from Josilh artin, ~a~uel Johnston, and
otherS.

n.d. PRINT~D letters and depositions from Josiah Martin and others
concerning Phcman :l,acKnight's Los ses and sufferings as a loyalist.

1775 Nov 16. Commission from Lord Dunmore to James Parker as master
of works and enginp~r extraord1nary with rank of captain.

n.d. PRINTED "Case of the .3hip Belville, and the Brigantine Betsy
Lvessels belonKing to loyalist~ .~omas MacKnight, James Parker, Wm.
t/cCormick, and \-1m. Aitchison J, "'flntur(>dand condemned under the
Prohibitory Act of Fqrliament."
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JOURNAL OF JAMES CURRIE, 1775-1776.

[{cpl no. Z.5.275

1-37 Journal of a Voyage from Nixonton, ~.C .• to the island of St.
Martin's, 19 Jept - 29 Oct 1776, by James Currie. Appended is
a letter on trade written by CurrlP and published in the Vir~inia
Gazette •

•

•
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