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VIIl. FOOD ADMINISTRATION PAPERS

Records of the North Carolina Food Conservation Commission, 1917, and the
North Carolina Food Administration, 1917-1919. Even before the United States entered
the war, Gov. Thomas W. Bickett recognized the necessity for increasing the production
of food crops in a state long focused upon the growing of cotton and tobacco. In April
1917, he established a state food commission, composed of the commissioner of
agriculture (William A. Graham), director of the Agriculture Extension Service (B. W.
Kilgore), president of the State College of Agriculture and Engineering (W. C. Riddick),
presidents of the Farmers’ Union (Dr. H. Q. Alexander) and the State Farmers’
Convention (John Paul Lucas), director of the Home Demonstration and Canning Club
Work (Jane S. McKimmon), director of Farm Demonstration Work in the state (C. R.
Hudson), and attorney James H. Pou. Lucas, a former newspaper man, was designated
fulltime exective secretary. The commission had no authority and no state funding but
set to work creating a state-wide organization of county food commissions to encourage
the conversion from cash- to food crops, the tilling of vacant lands, the heavy use of
fertilizers to increase productivity, and the consumption of food products in the vicinity
in which they were grown. Chambers of commerce, local boards of trade, clergymen,
and leading merchants, businessmen, and farmers were engaged to forward the work.
In the four months of its existence, the Food Conservation Commission was able to
increase the value of the state’s food crop by an estimated $S80 million.

The state and county organizations of the Food Conservation Commission were
folded into the North Carolina Food Administration upon the creation of that body as
state agent of the United States Food Administration in August 1917. President
Woodrow Wilson established the federal agency by executive order to regulate the
supply, distribution, and conservation of food. Wilson appointed Herbert Hoover to lead
the federal organization; Henry A. Page was named state food administrator for North
Carolina. Under Hoover’s guidance, the agency designed a voluntary program of food
conservation that was able to reduce domestic consumption by 15 percent without
government-imposed rationing. Through a balance of increased productivity and
reduced consumption, the United States was able to triple its exports of food stuff,
preventing starvation among the armies and civilian populace of its allies overseas. The
war over and its mission completed, the United States Food Administration was
abolished in August 1920.



MILITARY COLLECTION
XI. WORLD WAR | PAPERS, 1903-1933, FOOD ADMINISTRATION PAPERS

Box No. Contents

1 North Carolina Food Conservation Commission, Correspondence,
1917

Correspondence of John Paul Lucas, executive secretary of

the North Carolina Food Conservation Commission, a temporary state
organization, April-August, 1917. Includes letters to Gov. Thomas W.
Bickett referred to Lucas for reply. Folders arranged alphabetically by
correspondent, chronologically within each folder.

2 North Carolina Food Administration, Subject Files, 1917-1919

Administration: includes biographical sketches and
photographs of N.C. Food Administration staff; lists of federal
food administrators in the various states; and a copy of a report to
Herbert Hoover titled, “General Information North Carolina
Federal Food Administrator,” 1917

Activities: of state and national organizations

Afternoon papers: drafts of two articles for

Agricultural equipment

Ammonia

Bags

Bakeries [see also Bread]

Beans

Beef prices questionnaire returns: from grocers

Belgium relief: press releases of the Commission for the
Relief in Belgium, 1918

Bibliography, food conservation

Bills: of the agency

Binder twine

Bread [see also Bakeries]

Bulletins, farmers': U.S. Department of Agriculture

Bulletins, miscellaneous: mostly from the U.S. Food
Administration

Bulletins, North Carolina: material collected for The
Official Bulletin of the U.S. Food Administration for North
Carolina, and a copy of the May 1, 1918 issue

Canada
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2 (cont.) Canners
Cantonments
Cartons
Cereals
Chambers of commerce
Cheese
Chemicals
Coffee
Cold storage
3 North Carolina Food Administration, Subject Files (cont.)
College food conservation courses:
Courses prescribed by U.S. Food Administration
Resumes of rulings by U.S. Food Administration
Conservations and Regulation in the United States
during the World War: An Outline for a Course of Lectures,
by Charles R. Van Hise, 2 parts
Outline of course in food conservation given at
State Normal College
Combination sales: of food commodities
Commercial Bulletin, Wilmington: November 1917 issue
Conference of Education Directors, Washington, 1918:
minutes
Conferences of Food Administrators, Washington and
Raleigh, 1918
Conservation
Cooperating agencies
Corn and corn meal
Cotton ginners
Cotton seed
4 North Carolina Food Administration, Subject Files (cont.)
Dairy
Destruction of foodstuffs
Distillers

Education (2 folders)
Electric signs
Equipment
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4 (cont.) Exhibits

Export figures

Fair price reports

Fairs

Farmers Institutes

Farming implements

Fats

Feed

Fertilizers

Fish

Fish survey

Flour

Food control

Food situation

Food Surveys: publication of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, Bureau of Markets; April 29, 1918 issue

Food values: includes hardback volume, Food Problems, by
A. N. Farmer and Janet Rankin Huntington (Boston: Ginn and
Company, 1918)

Foodstuffs

Foreign crops: statistical bulletins

France: food shortages in

Fraternal and religious organizations

Freight rates

Fruit pits

Fruits and vegetables

Garbage

Garden bulletin

German rations

5 North Carolina Food Administration, Subject Files (cont.)

Grain

Greens from the garden
Grocers

Hearings and penalties
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Hoarding

Hogs

Home card
Home economics

Contents

Honor roll
Hoover, Herbert: U.S. Food Administrator
Hotels
Hotels, list of, in N.C.
Ice
Lard
Laws
Legal
Letters sent to county food administrators (3 folders;
see also list of letters sent to county food administrators)

6 North Carolina Food Administration, Subject Files (cont.)

Libraries: includes May and September 1918 issues of
“Food News Notes for Public Libraries”

License information (press)

License regulations (2 folders) [removed from looseleaf
binder]

List of home economics directors

List of letters sent to N.C. county food administrators

Lists of bankers, merchants, and businessmen (by county)

Lists, miscellaneous

Literature

Livestock

Malt

Markets

Meat

Meat prices

Menus

Milk

Milk questionnaire

Mill feed prices
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Millers
7 North Carolina Food Administration, Subject Files (cont.)
Miscellaneous correspondence

Miscellaneous publications (2 folders)
Monthly Crop Report: September 1917 issue

Box No. Contents

7 (cont.) Motion pictures
Negro representative
News press
Oats

Office information

The Official Bulletin of the U.S. Food Administration:
volume 1, numbers 1-12 (1918)

Oils and fats

Olive oil and foots

Organization of the counties (2 folders)

Original number from the first national draft, July 20,
1917

Orphanages and the Deaf, Dumb, and Blind School

Outdoor signs

Owners offering land

Peanuts

Peas

Peppers

8 North Carolina Food Administration, Subject Files (cont.)

Pledge card campaign

Posters and store cards

Potatoes

Poultry

President's proclamations

Press releases of the U.S. Food Administration
April-July, 1917
Numbers 1 —350
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9 North Carolina Food Administration, Subject Files (cont.)

Press releases of the U.S. Food Administration (cont.)
Numbers 351 — 1374 (broken series)
Unnumbered, 1917-1918, n.d.

Miscellaneous
Index to press releases, No. 1-1000, 1101-1300

Box No. Contents
10 North Carolina Food Administration, Subject Files (cont.)

Press releases and publicity, North Carolina Food
Conservation Commission, 1917, and North Carolina Food
Administration, 1917-1919, n.d.
Index to press releases

11 North Carolina Food Administration, Subject Files (cont.)

Price margins
Price reporters, N.C.
Price reports
Price reports, N.C.
retail prices on food products at various stores in
Asheboro, High Point, Madison, Salisbury, and Spencer,
January 3-7, 1918
weekly and monthly market circulars
Prices
Produce
Products circulars
Profits
Publicity
Quantity sales of certain commodities
Questionnaires for reports of food administrators
Railroads
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Reference — conservation
Reference — organization

12 North Carolina Food Administration, Subject Files (cont.)

Regulations: general; important rulings and letters
bakeries
brokers
butter
canning
cereal substitutes
cheese
coffee
cold storage warehouses
cotton seed

Box No. Contents

12 (cont.) dairy products
dried fruit
dried peas and beans

13 North Carolina Food Administration, Subject Files (cont.)

Regulations (cont.):

feeds

fish and fishermen

fresh fruit and vegetables

hotels and restaurants

licensing:
meat and meal
molasses
poultry and eggs

meats

milling

prices

retailers

rice

sugar
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wholesale
14 North Carolina Food Administration, Subject Files (cont.)

Religious organizations

Religious Press Bulletin: issues of November 14 and
December 19, 1917, and January 9 and 16, February 13, and
March 6 and 13, 1918

Resales

Resume of U.S. Chamber of Commerce questionnaire

Retail merchants

Rice

Schools

Soybeans

Speakers: includes pamphlets Nos. 1-7 of the War
Information Series and other publications of the Committee on
Public Information, 1917

Special report of the N.C. Food Administrator concerning
his organization, January 1919
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14 (cont.)Special rulings
State statistics
States Publicity Section: news releases
Statistical Department (Division)
Steamship Division
Substitute recipes
Sugar

15 North Carolina Food Administration, Subject Files (cont.)

Taylor, Dr. Alonzo, address by
Telegrams

Tomatoes

Tranparencies

Transportation

Travelers

Vegetable oil prices

Violators

Volunteers

War cookbook

Weekly Bulletin: of the Trade and Technical Press



MILITARY COLLECTION
XI. WORLD WAR | PAPERS, 1903-1933, FOOD ADMINISTRATION PAPERS

Section, Nos. 16-17, 19-22, 25-29
Weekly reports:
commodities
consumers' retail prices: reports of Mrs. A. J.
Cheek, Henderson, 1918
retail prices
Wheat
pamphlets
press releases
Wheat mill feeds
Wholesale prices
Women workers
Wool
Zone committees



